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‘I'm  Not  Kissing  Passengers' 

United  Not  Friendly  To  Workers  With  AIDS 


Bv  Christine  Guilfoy 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  —  United 
Airlines  has  placed  two  male  flight 
attendants  on  medical  leave 
because  they  have  AIDS  and  com¬ 
pany  officials  refused  comment  on 
the  allegation  that  they  are  con¬ 
sidering  testing  their  flight  atten¬ 
dants  for  AIDS  infectivity. 

The  two  attendants.  Gar 
Traynor  and  Bruce  Hall,  were 
placed  on  medical  leave  after  they 
informed  their  employer  they  had 
been  diagnosed  as  having  AIDS. 
Although  the  airline  told  them  it 
took  such  action  because  they 
might  spread  the  disease  in  their* 
capacity  as  food  handlers,  neither 
was  offered  a  transfer  to  other 
departments. 

John  Lorenzini,  the  director  of 
People  with  AIDS,  San  Francisco, 
told  GCN  he  had  an  unconfirmed 
report  that  United  had  “attempted 
to  require  a  lymphadenophathy 
test  on  all  male  flight  attendants.’’ 

When  Joel  Hopkins,  of  United 
Airlines,  was  asked  if  they  were 


going  to  test  for  AIDS  infectivity 
or  if  they  had  discussed  the  possi¬ 
bility,  he  replied,  “No  comment.” 

United  did  not  offer  Traynor 
another  position  when  he  was 
placed  on  medical  leave.  Traynor, 
who  is  37,  told  GCN  he  was  a 
United  employee  for  ten  years  and 
it  was  his  career.  When  Traynor 
was  diagnosed  with  AIDS  in 
December  1982,  he  informed 
United  because  he  needed  to  ar¬ 
range  his  work  schedule  around 
chemotherapy.  Traynor  said  he 
worked  a  full  schedule  for  six 
months  following  his  diagnosis. 
“Everything  was  fine  for  six 
months  [but]  in  June  1983  1  was 
called  in  and  told  ‘effective  im¬ 
mediately’  I  was  on  medical  leave 
of  absence.  1  would  retain  my  in¬ 
surance  and  partial  flight  benefits, 
but  no  salary.  There  was  no  dis¬ 
cussion.”  Traynor  said  the  loss  of 
salary  led  him  to  lose  his  apart¬ 
ment,  his  savings  and  his  car. 

Bruce  Hall  was  diagnosed  with 


AIDS  in  September  1983  and 
missed  work  until  January  1984 
when  he  asked  for  reinstatement 
but  was  refused. 

United  claims  that  both  Hall 
and  Traynor  are  potential  health 
risks  to  the  public.  They  also  said 
that  working  in  the  closed  environ¬ 
ment  of  an  airline  cabin  would 
leave  them  vulnerable  to  more  in¬ 
fections.  United  also  doubted  their 
ability  to  carry  full  schedules,  al¬ 
though  Traynor  told  GCN  he  had 
no  difficulty  in  this  regard. 

Traynor  obtained  a  statement 
from  his  physician,  Ronald  Mit- 
suyasu  of  the  UCLA  Medical 
Center,  in  July  1983  which  said  in 
part,  “Mr.  Traynor  has  had  no 
significant  infections  while  under 
our  care  and  has  been  fully  func¬ 
tional  in  terms  of  his  daily  ac¬ 
tivities....  [H]e  has  no  apparent 
medical  limitations  which  should 
prevent  him  from  performing  his 
work  responsibilities  or  his  usual 
activities  of  daily  living.” 


Traynor  said  his  union,  the 
Association  of  Flight  Attendants, 
“has  been  100  percent  behind  me.” 
Traynor  instituted  a  grivance  pro¬ 
cedure  through  the  union  and  his 
case  was  heard  before  an  ar¬ 
bitrator  in  June.  To  date,  no  deci¬ 
sion  has  been  announced.  Traynor 
said  he  also  has  filed  a  $20  million 
civil  suit  which  he  says  he  will  drop 
if  United  will  reinstate  him. 

Marilyn  Pearson,  who  is  handl¬ 
ing  Traynor’s  case  for  the  union, 
said,  “The  medical  community 
has  a  consensus  that  people  with 
AIDS  (PWAs)  should  be  able  to 
work  unless  their  individual  condi¬ 


tion  warrants  [otherwise].  Our 
position  is  that  [United]  created  a 
blanket  policy  [on  PWAs].  There 
is  no  basis  for  that,  you  have  to 
look  at  the  individual  case.” 

Hall  took  his  case  to  the  Illinois 
Human  Rights  Commission  and 
although  it  has  not  issued  a  ruling, 
United’s  Hopkins  said  a  transfer 
request  is  in  the  works  for  Hall. 
Hopkins  told  GCN  it  is  “still  being 
pursued.”  He  also  said,  however, 
that  Hall’s  request  would  not  be 
given  special  priority. 

At  Lorenzini’s  request,  Marcus 
Conant,  M.D.,  the  director  of  the 
Continued  on  page  3 


Reflections  On  The 
1984  Elections 


Bv  Sue  Hyde 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Asking 
for  an  analysis  of  the  1984  elec¬ 
tions  can  be  a  quick  way  to  flush 
out  party  loyalists.  At  a  November 
28  forum  entitled  “Lesbian  and 
Gay  Perspectives  on  the  1984  Elec¬ 
tions:  Where  Do  We  Go  From 
Here?”  two  of  the  four  panelists 
wasted  no  time  in  telling  the  1 50  or 
so  in  the  audience  to  consolidate 
power  in  the  Democratic  Party 
and  to  consolidate  power  in  the 
Republican  Party.  But  the  other 
two  invited  speakers  offered  a 
more  wide-ranging  view  of  the 
post-election  political  landscape 
in  the  forum  sponsored  by  the 
Kennedy  Institute  of  Politics  at 
Harvard  University. 

Forum  moderator  Eric  Rofes 
introduced  the  evening’s  four 
speakers:  Chris  Riddiough,  direc¬ 
tor  of  lesbian  rights  for  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW); 
Gil  Gerald,  executive  director  of 
the  National  Coalition  of  Black 
Gays  (NCBG);  Robert  Ebersole, 
town  treasurer  of  Lunenberg, 
Mass,  and  a  member  of  Concerned 
Americans  for  Individual  Rights 
(CAIR);  and  Virginia  Apuzzo, 
executive  director  of  the  National 
Gay  Task  Force  (NGTF). 

Democrat  booster  Chris  Rid¬ 
diough,  NOW’s  lesbian  rights 
director,  offered  the  lesbian/gay 
turnout  for  Mondale  as  proof  that 
the  Democrats  scored  a  success  in 
their  efforts  to  appeal  to  gay  and 
lesbian  voters.  She  cited  a  Chicago 
survey  of  2000  gay  and  lesbian  bar 
customers  which  indicated  that  66 
percent  of  the  gay  men  and  80  per¬ 
cent  of  the  lesbians  surveyed  had 


voted  for  the  Democratic  ticket. 
She  acknowledged  the  existence  of 
a  gender  gap  amongst  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  attributing  it  to  dif¬ 
ferences  in  income  and  lesbians’ 
more  complete  understanding  of 
Reagan’s  sexism. 

Riddiough  called  inter-party 
rumblings  to  “put  it  back  on 
course”  a  thinly  disguised  agenda 
of  appealing  to  white  men  again. 
She  urged  people  to, become  in¬ 
volved  in  party  politics  and  said, 
“The  Democratic  party  won’t  be  a 
majority  party  by  writing  off  40 
percent  of  its  supporters,  — 
blacks,  women,  gays  and  labor.” 

Gil  Gerald,  executive  director  of 
the  NCBG,  credited  Jesse 
Jackson’s  vocal  and  singular  sup¬ 
port  of  lesbian/gay  rights  with 
paving  the  way  for  other  black 
politicians  to  do  likewise.  He 
quoted  Willie  Kennedy,  a  black 
woman  incumbent  who  retained 
her  seat  on  the  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors,  saying  she 
came  out  for  lesbian/gay  rights 
following  Jackson’s  lead. 

But  Gerald  veered  away  from 
party  politics  and  addressed  grass¬ 
roots  economic  issues  and  coali¬ 
tion  building.  “A  booming 
economy,”  he  said,  “does  not 
benefit  those  at  the  bottom.” 

Citing  the  Reagan  administra¬ 
tion’s  hostility  to  civil  rights  issues 
and  social  programs  affecting 
poor  people  and  disenfranchised 
groups,  Gerald  said  one  goal  for 
the  gay  movement  should  be  to 
build  alliances  with  black  groups 
that  influence  public  opinion  in  ur¬ 
ban  areas,  such  as  black  business 


groups,  black  social  and  profes¬ 
sional  organizations  and  black 
religious  groups. 

“We  must  find  the  courage  to 
speak  out  as  a  community  against 
the  oppression  felt  by  blacks  and 
other  people  of  color,”  Gerald 
said.  “The  era  should  end  when 
lesbians  and  gay  men  can  get  away 
with  saying  they  can’t  afford  to 
speak  out  against  apartheid  [in 
South  Africa.]” 

Robert  Ebersole,  standing  in  for 
former  Maryland  Congressman 
Robert  Bauman  who  was  unable 
to  attend  due  to  family  problems. 
Continued  on  page  7 


Sanitized  Baths 
Reopen  in  Bay  Area 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  — 
A  decision  has  been  handed 
down  by  Superior  Court  Judge 
Roy  Wonder,  lifting  the  tem¬ 
porary  injunction  which  closed 
the  baths  and  other  commer¬ 
cial  sex  establishments  on  Oc¬ 
tober  15.  In  his  November  28 
order,  Wonder  said  the 
establishments  may  reopen 
under  the  following  condi¬ 
tions: 

•  Private  rooms  cannot  be 
rented  or  operated  without  a 
hotel  license; 

•  Doors  must  be  removed 
from  private  rooms  and 
booths; 

•  There  must  be  at  least  one 
employee  whose  only  job  it  is 
to  observe  sexual  activity  on 
premises; 

•  Employees  must  patrol  the 
establishment  every  ten 
minutes  to  ascertain  if  “unsafe 


sexual  activities”  are  taking 
place; 

•  Employees  must  expel 
patrons  engaging  in  high  risk 
sexual  activity; 

•  There  must  be  at  least  one 
such  employee  for  every  twenty 
patrons; 

•  Operators  must  work  to 
educate  patrons  about  safe  sex¬ 
ual  practices  “including  but 
not  limited  to  that  suggested  by 
the  San  Francisco  AIDS 
Foundation;” 

•  Violators  will  be  given  five 
days  to  “cure”  violations  or 
they  may  be  liable  to  prosecu¬ 
tion  to  the  fullest  extent  of  the 
law; 

•  The  order  must  be  posted 
in  each  room  and  hallway  and 
will  remain  in  effect  until  the 
director  of  public  health 
declares  the  AIDS  epidemic 
over. 

— filed  from  Boston 


Cincinnatians  Nervous 
About  Confidentiality 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI  —  The  same 
week  in  which  two  experts  at  the 
city  health  department  warned  gay 
men  not  to  risk  breached  confiden¬ 
tiality  by  taking  the  new  blood  test 
for  AIDS  antibodies,  a  report  on 
city  efficiency  raised  questions 
about  the  security  of  information 
about  patients  with  sexually-trans¬ 
mitted  diseases  (STDs). 

Hoxworth  Blood  Center  here 
expects  to  use  the  government- 
approved  test  early  next  year  to 
identify  potential  donors  who  have 
antibodies  to  HTLV-II1,  the 
suspected  cause  of  AIDS.  Anti¬ 
bodies  are  produced  by  the  body 
to  fight  viruses.  Their  presence 
does  not  always  mean  the  patient  is 
infected  with  a  virus  while  absence 
does  not  mean  the  person  is  not  in¬ 
fected. 

The  motives  of  blood  bank 
operators  may  be  just,  but  their  at¬ 
tempt  to  protect  the  nation’s  blood 
supply  could  prove  hazardous  in 
other  ways,  according  to  Dr.  Ronn 
Rucker,  clinical  sociologist  at  the 
city’s  STD  Cinic.  Rucker  was 
guest  speaker  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Greater  Cincinnati  Gay/Lesbian 
Coalition  (GCGLC). 

He  said  he  and  STD  clinic  direc¬ 
tor  Michael  Ritchey  fear  gay  men 
may  volunteer  to  donate  blood  on¬ 


ly  to  obtain  test  results,  risking  ex¬ 
posure  of  others  when  the  test  is 
not  yet  reliable. 

Hoxworth  director  Dr.  Tibor 
Greenwalt  has  said  that  its  lists  of 
potential  donors  will  remain  con¬ 
fidential  and  said  use  of  the  test 
results  by  employers  or  health  in¬ 
surers  “sounds  illegal  to  me.” 

But  in  the  long  run  and  at  other 
test  sites.  Dr.  Rucker  told  GCGLC 
members,  there  may  be  “no 
assurance  of  confidentiality.”  Dr. 
Michael  Mavroidis,  a  psychiatrist 
who  is  president  of  AIDS  Volun¬ 
teers  of  Cincinnati,  said  that  since 
“records  can  be  subpoenaed”  he 
agrees  with  Rucker’s  advice.  One 
Coalition  officer  said  he  “will  not 
donate  blood  if  Hoxworth  keeps 
records.” 

A  recommendation  that  STD 
Clinic  files  be  added  to  the  health 
department’s  computerized 
accounts-receivable  lists  was  part 
of  a  “Report  on  City  Operations” 
released  by  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  Cincinnati  Business 
Committee. 

The  report  acknowledged  that 
“confidentiality  is  a  critical 
issue,”  but  said  that  “the  auto¬ 
mation  could  result  in  savings 
from  the  elimination  of  clerical 
positions.”  It  urged  the  city  to 


evaluate  security  measures  which 
would  guarantee  patient  confiden¬ 
tiality  but  still  allow  automation. 
The  report  did  not  project  poten¬ 
tial  savings  or  even  mention 
revenues  recouped  by  billing. 

GCN  learned  that  STD  Clinic 
Director  Ritchey  —  on  his  own  in¬ 
itiative  —  had  developed  a  plan  to 
recover  as  much  as  $50,000  for 
currently  unbilled  services,  using 
the  city’s  computer  without 
violating  confidences. 

City  residents  who  can  pay  a 
token  $10  test  fee  ($20  for  out-of- 
towners)  contribute  about  $50,000 
a  year  to  the  Clinic’s  budget, 
Ritchey  said,  estimating  compu¬ 
terized  billing  could  double  that 
figure.  The  current  manual  system 
cannot  be  used  to  collect  from 
third-party  insurers,  he  said. 
“Entering  our  patients  in  the 
health  department  Data  Center  is  a 
more  orderly  way  of  accounting 
for  patients’  visits.” 

Unlike  the  system  used  by  other 
city  clinics,  names  will  not  be  cod¬ 
ed  with  any  diagnostic  informa¬ 
tion,  Ritchey  told  GCN.  “There 
will  be  no  coding  for  STD  patients 
entered  into  the  computer.” 

As  of  late  November,  20  cases  of 
AIDS  have  been  logged  here  in 
Ritchey’s  twice-locked  files. 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

All  American  liberties  depend  upon  freedom  of 
expression  as  guaranteed  by  the  First  Amendment. 
That  cannot  mean  free  speech  only  for  recognizably 
political  arguments.  Politics  evolves  from  life, 
economics  and  art,  from  social  experiment,  literature,' 
entertainment.  Freedom  only  for  narrowly  defined 
'political’  discourse  is  no  freedom  at  all.... 

"The  first  appropriate  defense  against  offensive 
speech  is  avoiding  it,  turning  out,  turning  away.  The 
proper  and  constitutional  action  against  offensive 
speech  is  criticism,  protest,  boycott  —  not  less 
speech,  but  more.” 

—  New  York  Times  editorial,  November  19,  1984. 


mass,  aids 

BOSTON  —  A  state  conference  on  AIDS  in  Mass¬ 
achusetts  will  be  held  on  Monday,  Dec.  3,  from  10  a. m. 
to  1  p.m.  at  the  Department  of  Public  Health,  150  Tre- 
mont,  Boston.  Sponsored  by  the  Governor’s  Task 
Force  on  AIDS  and  the  Department  of  Public  Health,  it 
is  intended  to  update  the  public  and  the  health  care 
community  on  the  current  status  of  AIDS  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

Dr.  Donald  Armstrong,  chief  of  the  Infectious 
Disease  Control  Service  of  Memorial  Sloane  Ketter¬ 
ing  Institute  for  Cancer  Research,  will  deliver  the  key¬ 
note  speech,  providing  an  overview  of  AIDS  and 
related  issues  and  the  problems  and  progress  in 
understanding  this  disease. 

Other  speakers  will  address  the  social  and 
economic  needs  of  AIDS  patients,  the  HTLV-III  virus, 
and  the  clinical  spectrum  of  AIDS.  Additional 
speakers  include  Larry  Kessler  of  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee;  State  Rep.  Tom  Vallely;  and  Ken  Mayer, 
M.D.,  medical  director  of  the-  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center. 

The  conference  is  free  and  open  to  the  public. 


holiday  food  bank 

BOSTON  —  The  AIDS  Action  Committee  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  opening  of  a  Holiday  Food  Bank  to 
benefit  people  with  AIDS.  The  Committee  seeks  dona¬ 
tions  of  canned  goods,  non-perishable  food  items, 
and  toiletries  to  help  supplement  the  incomes  of  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS,  many  of  whom  must  rely  on  food  stamp 
allowances  and  Social  Security  benefits  to  survive. 
The  Committee  suggests  that  shoppers  pick  up  an  ex¬ 
tra  can  of  tuna,  box  of  instant  breakfast,  or  can  of 
shaving  cream  and  deposit  it  in  AAC  drop-off  points 
throughout  the  city. 

The  AAC  will  set  up  a  drop-off  box  at  the  Boston 
Gay  Men’s  Chorus  Holiday  Concert  on  Dec.  9  at  Jor¬ 
dan  Hall.  For  more  information  on  drop-off  points  and 
gift  suggestions,  call  the  AIDS  Action  Hotline  at 
536-7733. 


women’s  commission 

BOSTON  —  Mayor  Raymond  Flynn  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  appointment  of  Massachusetts  Gay 
Political  Caucus  co-chair  Martha  Jones  to  the  city’s 
new  Women’s  Commission. 

Appearing  at  a  November  28  Parkman  House 
press  conference,  Flynn  introduced  the  appointees, 
among  them  his  advisor  on  women's  issues,  Alana 
Murphy.  The  commissioners,  Flynn  said,  will  advise 
him  on  matters  concerning  jobs,  housing  and  “afford¬ 
able  and  safe  daycare.” 

“If  there  is  one  belief  that  is  basic  to  Mayor 
Flynn’s  philosophy,  that  is  equality,”  said  Murphy. 
“Mayor  Flynn  believes  strongly  that  men  and  women 
should  be  equal.”  Murphy  cited  as  an  example 
Flynn’s  commitment  to  ending  sexual  exploitation 
and  pornography  in  the  Combat  Zone. 

The  other  women  named  to  the  commission  are: 
Lorraine  Morin  of  Jamaica  Plain,  a  day  care  activist 
and  teacher  at  Cathedral  grammar  school,  who  will 
serve  as  the  commission's  chairperson;  Joyna  Boz- 
zotto  of  East  Boston,  afflilated  with  School  Volun¬ 
teers  for  Boston  and  the  Harborside  Community 
School  Council;  Elizabeth  G.  Cook  of  the  Waterfront,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Advertising  Club  of  Greater 
Boston;  Ann  Eldridge  of  Mission  Hill,  an  attorney  and 
past  president  of  Rosie’s  Place;  Lee  Fremont-Smith 
of  the  Back  Bay,  executive  director  of  Transitional 
Employment  Enterprises,  Inc.;  Carolyn  Gritter  of  the 
South  End,  president  of  the  Ellis  Neighborhood 
Association;  Cecilia  Hunt  of  West  Roxbury,  director 
of  Esculeita  Agueybana,  a  South  End  child  develop¬ 
ment  center;  Janice  Kenneally  of  West  Roxbury,  a 
director  of  Parkway  Boys’  Club;  Jane  Leung  of  China¬ 
town,  executive  director  of  Boston  Youth  Essential 
Services;  Kristen  McCormack  of  Dorchester,  steering 
committee  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Women’s 
Political  Caucus;  Angela  Menino  of  Hyde  Park,  found¬ 
ing  member  of  Ohrenberger  Community  School  Coun¬ 
cil;  Patricia  Nickerson  of  South  Boston,  a  member  of 
the  Tynan  Community  School  Council;  and  Ann  Stokes 
of  Roxbury,  a  social  worker  with  United  South  End 
Settlements. 


no  aids  ward 

NEWARK,  NJ  —  By  a  three  to  one  margin,  the 
citizens  of  Newark  rejected  a  plan  to  open  a  prison 
ward  in  the  city  for  prisoners  with  AIDS,  according  to 
Newark  Star-Ledger.  The  vote  on  the  ballot  question, 
“Do  you  want  prison  inmates  who  are  AIDS  victims 
from  throughout  the  state  of  New  Jersey  housed  in 
the  city  of  Newark?”  was  26,060  against  and  9347  in 
favor. 

West  Ward  Councilman  Ronald  Rice,  who  pro¬ 
posed  the  citywide  referendum  on  the  issue,  called 
the  vote  "a  victory  for  the  people’s  position.” 

But  an  official  of  the  state  correctional  system 
said  plans  for  the  center  had  been  scrapped  months 
ago.  Gary  Hilton,  assistant  state  commissioner  of 
corrections,  said,  “It  is  about  as  definite  as  anything 
can  be  definite  that  the  Department  of  Corrections 
will  not  open  an  AIDS  center  in  Newark.” 

He  added,  “Anytime  there  is  a  public  vote,  that 
certainly  has  to  be  a  factor  in  planning.” 


fighting  the  firefighters 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  man  who  was  the  vic¬ 
tim  of  a  physical  assault  by  five  San  Francisco 
firemen  at  a  restaurant  on  October  20  has  filed  a 
$250,000  suit  against  the  city,  according  to  the  Bay 
Area  Reporter. 

William  K.  Moore,  who  is  not  gay,  alleges  that  the 
firemen  taunted  him  with  anti-gay  remarks  and  then 
punched  him  repeatedly  in  the  face.  Moore  says  he 
acted  to  protect  himself  and  djd  not  attack  the 
firefighters  in  any  way. 

The  five  firefighters  have  been  disciplined  — 
three  with  suspensions,  two  with  formal  reprimands 
—  and  two  face  charges  of  battery.  Also  still  pending 
is  a  police  probe  of  the  officers  called  to  quell  the 
melee.  The  officers  refused  to  enter  the  restaurant  or 
interview  witnesses,  and  when  taken  to  the  nearby 
firehouse,  refused  to  arrest  suspects  identified  by  the 
victim. 


long  overdue 

SACRAMENTO,  CA  —  A  man  who  says  he  was 
harassed  out  of  his  job  as  a  prison  guard  after  of¬ 
ficials  learned  he  was  gay  has  been  awarded  nearly 
$25,000  in  damages  from  the  state  Department  of  Cor¬ 
rections,  according  to  the  Sacramento  Bee.  Depart¬ 
ment  officials  have  also  agreed  to  “issue  a  policy 
statement  asserting  the  department’s  commitment  to 
non-discrimination  against  lesbians  and  gay  men.” 

Gerald  LaFevre,  32,  said  his  troubles  began  in 
mid-1982  after  corrections  officials  learned  he  had 
been  a  victim  of  an  assault  and  attempted  robbery  in¬ 
volving  a  suspect  LaFevre  met  in  a  gay  bar  in  Santa 
Cruz.  LaFevre  said  his  supervisors  ordered  agents  of 
the  department’s  special  services  unit  to  conduct  an 
investigation  into  his  background  and  off-duty  life¬ 
style. 

At  that  point,  LaFevre  identified  himself  as  a 
homosexual  and  was  then  interrogated  several  times 
by  agents  who  “made  it  seem  that  I  was  the  criminal 
instead  of  the  victim”  in  the  Santa  Cruz  incident. 

“They  also  had  agents  following  me,  staking  out 
my  house,  checking  into  my  private  life,”  LeFevre 
said.  “They  interviewed  former  employers,  they  inter¬ 
viewed  my  friends,  they  interviewed  people  who  came 
by  my  house,  they  interviewed  all  the  parolees  that 
had  been  in  my  charge  when  I  was  a  parole  officer. 

“Then  they  doubled  my  workload  to  where  it  was' 
almost  impossible  to  get  my  job  done.  Finally  after 
almost  three  months  of  that  harassment,  I  transferred 
to  a  job  with  another  [state]  agency.” 

Under  terms  of  the  settlement,  LaFevre  will 
receive  $24,710.50  in  damages  and  the  department 
has  agreed  “to  provide  training  statewide  to  all  its 
managers  and  supervisors  on  how  to  develop  and 
maintain  a  work  environment  that  is  free  of  dis¬ 
crimination  —  with  an  emphasis  on  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion.” 

A  deputy  attorney  general  working  on  the  case 
said  the  department’s  agreement  to  train  employees 
to  become  sensitive  about  sexual  preference  was 
“long  overdue.” 


pressing  records 

BOSTON  —  Two  American  records  were  set  in 
the  bench  press  at  the  Amazon-Adonis  Powerlift  III 
held  at  the  South  End  Gym  on  November  11. 

Cat  Chase  set  a  record  on  the  women’s 
165-pound  division  with  a  bench  press  of  185  pounds. 
Sue  Elwyn  benched  162V2  pounds  to  move  the  record 
up  in  the  women’s  114-pound  class.  Elwyn  won  the 
women’s  division  with  lifts  totalling  725  pounds. 

Andy  Klapper  won  the  men’s  division  with  a 
345-pound  squat,  a  190-pound  bench  press  and  a 
430-pound  deadlift  for  a  965  pound  total. 

And  the  audience  set  its  own  record  by  being  the 
largest  yet  to  turn  out  for  a  South  End  gym  meet.  All 
lifters  were  certified  by  affidavit  and  polygraph  to  be 
steroid  free. 


dronenberg  rehearing  denied 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  11-member  Court  of 
Appeals  here  has  refused  to  review  a  decision  up¬ 
holding  a  former  Navy  petty  officer’s  discharge  for 
having  sex  with  another  seaman,  according  to  the 
Washington  Blade. 

The  November  15  ruling  lets  stand  the  opinion 
written  last  August  by  Circuit  Judge  Robert  Bork  in 
the  case  of  former  petty  officer  James  Dronenberg. 
Bork  contended  that  Dronenberg  and  gay  people  in  or 
out  of  the  military  do  not  have  a  constitutional  right  to 
private,  consensual  sexual  relations. 

Bork  wrote  that  “a  right  to  homosexual  conduct 
is  [not]  ‘fundamental’  or  ‘implicit  in  the  concept  of 
ordered  liberty’  unless  any  and  all  private  sexual 
behavior  falls  within  those  categories....” 

Four  judges  dissented  with  the  majority  opinion 
not  to  review  the  case  and  charged  the  original  three- 
judge  panel  with  writing  “a  twelve-page  attack  on  the 
right  to  privacy,”  and  faulted  the  panel  for  substi¬ 
tuting  “its  own  doctrinal  preferences  for  the  constitu¬ 
tional  principles  established  by  the  Supreme  Court.” 


what  now? 

CHARLOTTESVILLE,  VA  —  A  conference 
organized  by  the  Charlottesville  Lesbian  Feminists 
was  cancelled  after  a  facility  near  here  reneged  on  its 
agreement  to  rent  space  for  the  gathering,  according 
to  Our  Own. 

The  decision  by  the  Sevenoaks  Pathwork  Center 
in  Madison  came  just  one  week  before  the  October 
26-28  conference  was  to  begin.  The  center’s  director 
said  the  local  advertising  of  the  conference  as  a 
“Central  Virginia  Lesbian  Convention”  had  prompted 
an  “intense”  local  reaction.  The  director  refused  to 
elaborate  on  the  specific  complaints,  but  the 
Charlottesville  Lesbian  Feminsts  said  Sevenoaks  of¬ 
ficials  “have  given  us  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
cancellation  was  prompted  by  fears  that  their  land 
use  permit  would  be  jeopardized  by  hosting  a  group 
that  is  controversial.” 

The  conference  organizer  said  the  group  may  sue 
Sevenoaks  for  breach  of  contract  and  that  Sevenoaks 
“should  compensate  us  for  our  losses.” 

In  any  event,  the  conference  cancellation  leaves 
unanswered  its  thematic  question,  “What  Do  We  Do 
Now?” 


anti-porn  law  ruled  unconstitutional 

INDIANAPOLIS  —  A  local  ordinance  defining 
pornography  as  a  form  of  sex  discrimination  was 
declared  unconstitutional  on  November  19  by  a 
federal  court  judge  here,  according  to  the  New  York 
Times. 

Judge  Sara  Evans  Barker  said  the  anti-porn  law 
violates  free  speech.  Supporters  of  the  bill  say  they 
will  appeal  Barker’s  ruling  to  the  Seventh  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peals  in  Chicago.  Barker’s  decision  is  the  first  court 
test  of  the  radical  feminist  civil  rights  approach  to 
censorship  of  pornography. 

Barker  ruled  that  the  ordinance  specifically 
restricts  the  sale  and  distribution  of  pornography 
which  violates  the  First  Amendment  right  of  free 
speech.  ■ 

Richard  Kammem,  the  attorney  for  the  American 
Booksellers  Association,  one  of  the  groups  challeng¬ 
ing  the  law,  said  he  believes  it  is  unlikely  the  law  can 
be  written  to  make  it  constitutional. 

Barker  also  ruled  against  the  city’s  argument 
that  this  form  of  sex  discrimination  is  of  such  com¬ 
pelling  interest  to  the  state  that  it  warrants  exception 
to  the  First  Amendment. 


response  to  discrimination 

SEATTLE  —  This  city’s  chapter  of  Black  and 
White  Men  Together  instituted  a  Discrimination 
Response  System  (DSR)  to  combat  instances  of  dis¬ 
crimination  within  the  gay  and  lesbian  community. 
According  to  a  press  release,  this  discrimination 
could  be  based  on  race,  color,  sex,  age,  sexual 
preference,  religion,  physical  differences  or  other  at¬ 
tributes. 

Following  the  receipt  of  a  complaint  concerning 
discrimination,  a  DSR  staffperson  conducts  an  inter¬ 
view  with  the  complainant.  After  the  interview,  the 
course  of  action  is  chosen, depending  on  the  nature  of 
the  complaint  and  the  wishes  of  the  complainant.  In 
some  cases,  negotiation  and  mediation  with  the  of¬ 
fending  party  may  be  arranged;  while  in  other  cases, 
the  complainant  may  be  referred  to  a  governmental 
agency.  A  pool  of  volunteer  lawyers  is  being  organ¬ 
ized  to  assist  in  cases  involving  litigation. 

A  $1092  grant  from  the  Fund  for  Human  Dignity 
and  Black  and  White  Men  Together/Washington,  D.C. 
is  funding  the  project.  The  Seattle  chapter  joins 
chapters  in  Atlanta,  Chicago,  Columbus,  Cincinnati, 
and  Youngstown,  OH  in  setting  up  the  projects. 

Similar  projects  already  exist  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  San  Francisco.  To 
contact  the  Seattle  Discrimination  Response  System, 
call  (206)  322-2777. 
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Not  In  Our  World 

Lesbians,  Feminists  Take  It  To 


By  Loie  Hayes 

NEW  YORK  —  Nearly  1000  lesbians  and  feminist  women 
from  around  the  East  Coast  gathered  in  New  York  City  on 
Nov.  18  and  19  for  a  demonstration  entitled  Not  In  Our 
Name  (NION).  The  protest  was  designed  to  expose  the 
“powerful  white  men  in  corporations,  the  military,  govern¬ 
ment  and  other  institutions  [who]  make  decisions  that 
perpetuate  the  war  on  us  all.”  The  range  of  issues  addressed 
during  the  two-day  protest  included  anti-militarism, 
women’s  liberation,  Central  American  solidarity,  anti¬ 
racism,  socialism  and  environmentalism  and  was  com¬ 
prehensive,  if  not  always  explicit. 


News  Commentary 


Initiated  by  the  Women’s  Pentagon  Action  (WPA)  and 
other  feminist  anti-militarist  groups,  the  demonstration 
resembled  WPA  protests  in  Nov.  1980  and  1981  at  the  Pen¬ 
tagon.  It  opened  with  an  energetic  and  eye-catching  march 
Sunday,  which  swelled  to  800  to  900  women  at  its  peak,  and 
this  was  followed  by  a  direct  action  blockade  of  the  Stock 
Exchange  on  Monday  by  150  to  250  women  trained  in  non¬ 
violent  civil  disobedience  (CD).  Police  made  104  arrests  dur¬ 
ing  the  blockade. 

Ellie  Rosenberg,  an  experienced  CDer  from  Boston, 
summed  up  her  impressions  of  the  action  with  these  words: 
“It  was  great  to  see  all  the  girls  again.  And  Wall  Street  was 
the  right  place.  We  were  confronting  the  right  people,  really 
confronting  them,  making  them  struggle  to  get  into  work, 
making  them  think  about  what  they  do  for  work.” 

The  most  novel  aspect  of  the  NION  action  was  the  deci¬ 
sion  to  target  the  economic  complex  of  Wall  Street  rather 
than  the  military  headquarters  at  the  Pentagon.  While  the 
literature  produced  for  the  event  consistently  protested  mis¬ 
use  of  corporate  “profit”  rather  than  the  entire  system  of 
capitalism  and  never  named  socialism  as  a  strategy  to  con¬ 
front  “business  as  usual,”  it  was  frequently  informative  and 
accessible,  rather  than  simply  rhetorical.  The  change  of 
location  indicates  a  more  materialist  analysis  and  a  step 
away  from  the  mainstream  disarmament  movement. 

Sunday’s  march  route  included  brief  stops  at  CitiCorp,  the 
largest  U.S.  multi-national  bank  investing  in  South  Africa’s 
apartheid  government;  General  Electric,  the  seventh  largest 
exporter  of  U.S.  weapons;  Upjohn,  manufacturer  of  the 
contraceptive  Depo-Provera,  illegal  in  the  U.S.  but 
marketed  widely  in  the  Third  World;  and  the  publisher 
Harper  and  Row,  where  union-busting  tactics  have  left 
employees  without  a  contract  since  May  1983. 

The  march  sported  a  host  of  skeleton  puppets,  a  drum 
contingent,  many  colorful  banners  and  lifesize  cartoon 
figures  of  corporate  businessmen  and  Reagans  mouthing 
platitudes.  The  protesters  kept  up  a  steady  flow  of 
humorous  and  affectionate  songs,  in  addition  to  a  disparate 
collection  of  both  well-worn  chants  and  originals  like 
“baseball,  apple  pie,  napalm,  CIA.”  Many  of  the  chants 
and  songs  specified  lesbianism  as  a  primary  source  of 
pleasure  and  activism  for  the  protesters.  Jo  Ellen  Childers,  a 
NION  activist,  described  the  organizing  group  as  “over¬ 
whelmingly  lesbian.” 


In  a  printed  statement  distributed  during  the  demonstra¬ 
tion,  the  women  disclaimed  nuclear  weapons;  conventional 
warfare  in  Central  America,  the  Caribbean  and  the  Middle 
East;  apartheid  in  South  Africa;  labor  exploitation  in  the 
U.S.  and  the  Third  World;  cuts  in  social  services;  and  en¬ 
vironmental  degradation  as  “not  in  our  name.”  “We 
women  come  together  to  reject  the  lie  that  these  corpora¬ 
tions  and  the  government  and  military  policies  that  support 
them,  are  in  our  interest  or  for  our  own  good. 

To  avoid  simply  being  a  litany  of  victimization,  the  leaflet 
recounted  a  diversity  of  tactics  women  have  used  to  fight 
back  against  “abuse.”  Oppressive  “attitudes  and 
behaviors”  were  also  addressed  in  the  NION  statement, 
which  condemned  “discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sex,  race, 
sexual  orientation,  religion,  physical  ability,  age,  class,  ap¬ 


pearance  and  nationality.”  The  statement  identified  the 
organizers  as  women  and  feminists,  though  it  neglected  to 
acknowledge  the  high  percentage  of  lesbians  involved  in  the 
action. 


Controversy  as  to  how  a  group  of  almost  exclusively 
white,  educated,  lesbian-feminists  in  their  20s  could  create 
an  accessible,  multi-cultural  demonstration  arose  some 
weeks  before  the  protest.  With  much  internal  discussion,  the 
organizers  weighed  the  desire  to  encourage  a  diversity  of 
women  to  feel  included  in  the  demonstration  against  “the 
problem  of  attempting  to  speak  for  those  who  are  not  repre¬ 
sented  among  us,”  to  quote  Boston  NION’s  response  to  a 
widely  circulated  letter  to  NION  from  two  Jewish  women 
charging  anti-Semitism.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  12,  No.  18  for  com¬ 
plete  texts  of  both  letters.) 

While  organizers  worked  to  be  more  specific  about  who 
they  actually  were,  their  final  identifying  statement  re¬ 
mained  vague:  “Some  of  us  in  addition  to  being  women  in  a 
male-dominated  society,  are  also  victims  of  oppressions 
based  on  one  or  more  of  these  categories  [quoted  above].” 
Julie  Ogletree  commented  to  GCN  that  while  the  organizers 
were  almost  exclusively  white  and  lesbian,  and  many  were 
Jewish,  these  characteristics  were  most  often  neglected  in 
the  literature  produced. 

If  the  leaflet  was  vague  on  the  racial  composition  of  the 
organizing  group,  the  speakers  headlining  the  rally  after 
Sunday’s  march  gave  graphic,  if  token,  evidence  of 
organizers’  anti-racist  intentions.  Three  women  of  color,  a 
Salvadoran  from  the  FMLN  women’s  organization,  a  Black 
South  African  from  the  African  National  Congress 
women’s  group,  and  a  Black  American  from  the  Coalition 
to  Save  Medgar  Evers  College,  addressed  the  predominantly 
white  crowd. 

Other  speakers  at  Sunday’s  rally  discussed  war  tax 
resistance;  the  clerical  and  technical  workers  strike  at  Yale 
University;  women’s  peace  camps;  the  killing  by  police  of 
Eleanor  Bumpurs,  a  67-year-old  Bronx  woman;  the  Puerto 
Rican  independence  movement;  and  grand  jury  abuse. 
Music,  poetry  and  a  closing  “ritual”  of  hugs  rounded  out 
the  hour  and  a  half  long  program. 

The  sit-in  Monday  began  around  9  a.m.  after  a  spirited 
march  through  the  financial  district  and  a  skit  dramatizing 
corporate  and  banking  investment  in  Central  American 
military  dictatorships  at  the  expense  of  U.S.  jobs.  Though 
police  had  set  up  sawhorses  at  all  five  entrances  to  the  Stock 
Exchange,  women  sat  down  in  the  pathways  left  open  by 
police  and  attempted  to  talk  with  stock  traders  and  others  as 
they  stepped  over,  or  pushed  through,  blockaders. 

The  blockade  and  arrests  proceeded  for  two  and  a  half 
hours  without  incident  until  one  woman,  arrested  while  at¬ 
tempting  to  block  the  adjacent  street,  jumped  off  the  stret¬ 
cher  she  was  on  and  flailed  her  arms,  saying,  “Get  your 
|  hands  off  me.  I’ll  walk,  I’ll  walk,”  to  the  swarm  of  police 
w  who  handcuffed  and  hustled  her  onto  the  bus. 

^  The  circumstance  of  this  woman’s  arrest,  her  being  hand¬ 
cuffed  and  threatened  with  an  extra  charge  of  resisting  ar¬ 
rest,  prompted  both  principled  support  and  personal 
criticism  from  her  co-arrestees.  Another  point  of  political 
tension  arose  with  the  verbal  and  physical  abuse  meted  out 
by  the  one  Black  female  cop  on  one  of  the  buses  as  she  drag¬ 
ged  women  from  the  front  of  the  bus  to  the  back.  Several 
angry  exchanges  broke  out  between  the  protesters  and  this 
officer. 

In  an  unusually  strong  display  of  group  solidarity  and 
resistance  to  “unjust”  prosecution,  78  of  the  104  women  ar¬ 
rested  refused  to  identify  themselves  to  police.  By  offering 
to  release  the  women  with  summonses  in  any  plausible  name 
for  future  court  dates,  police  tried  to  bribe  the  women  into 
giving  up  their  demand  for  immediate  mass  arraignment 
under  the  collective  name  Barbara  Deming,  in  honor  of  the 
recently  deceased  lesbian  non-violent  activist. 


Wall  Street 

The  politics  of  non-cooperation,  specifically  not  walking, 
was  addressed  at  one  point  by  the  only  Black  woman  among 
the  protesters.  Fighting  back  tears,  she  spoke  of  feeling  torn 
between  white  protesters  and  the  other  prisoners,  primarily 
Blacks  and  Latinas/os.  Referring  to  the  women  with  her, 
she  said,  “These  are  my  sisters,”  and  added  while  gesturing 
to  two  Black  men  in  the  adjacent  cell,  “but  these  are  my 
brothers.”  She  urged  the  protesters  to  “walk  with  dignity” 
as  a  way  to  acknowledge,  rather  than  flaunt,  their  race  and 
class  privilege. 

Earlier,  some  white  protesters  had  been  verbally  and 
physically  harassed  by  prostitutes  who  charged  that  the  pro¬ 
test  was  slowing  down  their  processing  and  that  if  they,  the 
prostitutes,  refused  to  walk,  they  would  be  beaten,  rather 
than  dragged,  by  the  police.  The  prostitutes  kicked  two  pro¬ 
testers  who  were  lying  in  a  hallway  where  they  had  been 
dragged.  Discussion  of  white  privilege  in  relation  to  civil 
disobedience  and  non-cooperation  was  cut  short  by  police 
arriving  to  take  the  women  to  the  courthouse.  All  78  women 
walked  after  this  point. 


Once  in  courthouse  holding  cells,  the  women  conferred 
with  lawyers  who  acted  as  intermediaries,  transferring  to  the 
judge  and  District  Attorney  the  women’s  demands  for  mass 
arraignment  and  dismissal  of  the  charges.  Faced  with  such  a 
large  number  of  women  refusing  to  identity  themselves,  the 
judge  decided  not  to  make  good  on  the  option  which  the 
women  had  been  threatened  with  all  day:  Rikers  Island,  a 
notorious  prison  for  women.  Around  midnight,  the  women 
got  the  good  news  that  they  had  won  a  cle  facto  dismissal 
from  the  judge;  he  had  agreed  to  release  them  as  “Jane 
Does”  with  future  court  dates,  even  though  he  had  no 
names,  addresses,  fingerprints  or  photographs  with  which 
to  track  them  down  if  they  failed  to  reappear. 

It  was  2:30  a.m.  when  the  last  women  were  finally  releas¬ 
ed.  The  day  closed  with  an  exuberant  outburst  of  song  just 
outside  the  doors  of  the  courtroom,  and  a  flurry  of  hugs  and 
tears  and  more  hugs. 

As  if  the  women  didn’t  want  to  say  goodbye  too  abruptly, 
evaluation  meetings  were  scheduled  at  all  levels  of  the 
organization.  A  regionwide  evaluation  and  party  will  take 
place  in  Western  Massachusetts  on  Dec.  8  and  9. 

The  songs  and  hugs  symbolized  the  predominant  charac¬ 
ter  of  this  political  action.  Many  of  these  women  —  rela¬ 
tively  unschooled  in  political  theory  —  have  arrived  at  their 
politics  by  intuition  as  much  as  by  analysis.  Faced  with  the 
unprecedented  reactionary  destructiveness  of  the  New  Right 
in  the  last  half  decade,  these  women,  who  came  of  age  in  the 
“women’s  community,”  have  responded  to  that  threat  with 
energetic  organizing. 

Those  who  have  been  actively  developing  a  feminist  anti¬ 
militarist  politic  have  worked  to  blend  feminist  and  pacifist, 
materialist  and  spiritualist,  separatist,  anarchist  and  mass 
movement  ideologies.  They  are  attempting  to  combine  the 
autonomy  of  lesbian-feminism  with  the  vision  of  a  multi¬ 
cultural  coalition.  They  want  nothing  less  than  a  free  society 
and  a  safe  world.  They  make  plans  to  survive  the  battle  — 
and  to  have  fun  doing  it. 


United 

Continued  front  page  I 
AIDS  Clinical  Research  Center  of 
the  University  of  California,  San 
Francisco,  wrote  to  United’s  Cor¬ 
porate  Medical  Director,  Gary 
Kohn,  M.D.,  saying  in  part  “...the 
epidemiology  of  the  disease  sug¬ 
gests  to  us  that  this  disease  is  trans¬ 
mitted  in  exactly  the  same  way  as 
hepatitis  B....  [Individuals  who 
are  known  to  be  hepatitis  B  core 
antigen  positive  are  allowed  to 
work  as  health  care  providers,  day 
care  operators  and  food  handlers. 
[H]ealth  care  providers  who  have 


been  caring  for  AIDS  patients 
since  the  beginning  of  the  epidemic 
show  no  signs  of  having  con¬ 
tracted  the  disease.” 

Traynor  told  GCN,  “I  agree 
United  should  be  cautious.... 
[But]  flight  attendants  don’t  real¬ 
ly  handle  food.  The  food  is  already 
pre-containerized.  We  handle 
wrapped  utensils....  I  realize 
HTLV-II1  is  found  in  saliva  but 
my  saliva  isn’t  a  threat  to 
passengers.  I’m  not  kissing  them.” 

Although  the  presence  of 


HTLV-III  in  saliva  is  a  recent  dis¬ 
covery,  most  researchers  and 
epidemiologists  agree  it  is  an 
unlikely  route  of  transmission. 

John  Lorenzini  said  job 
discrimination  has  become  a  real 
threat  to  people  with  AIDS  and 
some  tell  their  employers  they  have 
leukemia  or  cancer  so  they  can  go 
for  treatments  without  losing  their 
jobs.  He  said  fear  of  AIDS  and 
homophobia  are  realities  that 
PWAs  are  forced  to  deal  with. 


Lorenzini  said  it  is  because  of  this 
that  United  has  taken  the  actions  it 
has.  “If  we  were  talking  about 
Legionnaire’s  disease,”  he  said, 
“United  would  be  more  informed, 
more  willing  to  know  the  informa¬ 
tion  before  reacting.” 

Lorenzini  has  begun  organizing 
a  boycott  of  United  and  he  says  he 
has  received  support  from  the 
Stonewall,  Milk  and  Alice  B. 
Toklas  Democratic  clubs.  “It’s 


important  to  get  the  information 
to  the  gay  community.  We  can  fly 
other  airlines  [although]  I  would 
prefer  to  have  United  change  its 
position  —  I  don’t  want  to  declare 
war  on  the  company,  I  don’t  want 
this  to  be  business  versus  the  gay 
community.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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GCN  Job  Openings 

GCN  is  seeking  applicants  for  the  positions  of  News  Editor,  Local  Reporter,  and 
Advertising  Manager  to  begin  in  late  fall/early  winter. 

News  Editor:  Coordinate  the  news  department;  write  or  assign  to  other  staff  or 
volunteer  writers  articles  of  local  and  national/international  interest;  edit  news  copy; 
and  lay  out  news  pages  each  week.  Develop  and  expand  GCN’s  coverage  of  events  and 
issues  of  concern  to  gays/lesbians  of  color.  Requirements:  Strong  writing  and  editing 
skills;  familiarity  with  gay/lesbian  issues;  and  knowledge  of  racial  and  ethnic  com¬ 
munities  and  concerns. 

Local  Reporter:  Research  and  write  news  stories  of  interest  to  the  Greater  Boston  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community  on  local  movement  and  electoral  politics;  police,  legal  and 
legislative  issues;  and  local  media.  Work  collectively  with  other  members  of  the  news 
department  and  staff  to  coordinate  GCN’s  news  coverage.  Requirements:  Strong 
writing  and  investigative  skills;  familiarity  with  lesbian/gay  and  feminist  issues  and  pro¬ 
gressive  political  movements;  familiarity  with  anti-racist  politics;  willingness  to  work 
collectively  under  deadline  pressure. 

Advertising  Manager:  Solicit  and  obtain  revenue-producing  ads  and  develop  strategies 
for  increased  advertising.  Send  out  monthly  billings  and  conduct  follow-up  on  delin¬ 
quent  accounts.  Requirements:  Strong  organizational,  interpersonal,  and  recordkeep¬ 
ing  skills.  Previous  sales  or  related  experience  helpful. 

These  positions  require  a  commitment  to  gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  social 
change,  anti-racist  politics,  and  the  collective  decision-making  process. 

Weekly  salary  for  each  position  is  $150.  Benefits  include  fully  paid  health  in¬ 
surance,  three  weeks’  paid  vacation,  unlimited  sick  leave,  and  life  insurance.  To  apply, 
please  send  a  cover  letter  and  resume  to  no  later  than  December  5,  1984  to:  Gordon 
Gottlieb,  Gay  Community  News,  167Tremont  Street,  5th  fl.,  Boston,  MA02111.  Les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  particularly  encouraged  to  apply. 


gala  party  for  a.a.c. 

An  open  invitation  to  the  community: 

It  is  hard  to  imagine  the  hardships  imposed 
when  someone  is  stricken  with  AIDS.  Homes  are 
lost,  jobs  are  lost,  family  and  friends  are  lost,  not 
to  mention  the  anguish  of  trying  to  cope  with  a 
physical  disease. 

Please  join  Somerville/Medford  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance  at  the  Randolph  Country  Club  on 
December  16  at  5  p.m.  for  our  Holiday  Ball. 
Tickets  arc  $20,  and  proceeds  will  go  to  the  AIDS 
Action  Committee.  The  Committee  will  also  be 
honored  that  night.  Entertainment  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  by  Patti  O’Keefe.  A  choice  of  prime  rib  or 
baked  stuffed  shrimp  will  be  available. 

Many  of  our  friends  with  AIDS  have  lost  a  lot. 
Especially  during  the  holiday  season,  the  GALAs 
of  Somerville/Medford,  Dorchester,  North 
Shore,  and  Jamaica  Plain  and  the  Mass.  Gay 
Political  Caucus  want  to  let  them  know  that  they 
haven’t  lost  us. 

Please  join  us. 

Helena  625-3172 
Bob  628-5875 
Somerville,  MA 

a  fondness  for 
stereotypes 

Dear  GCN: 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  first  thing  your 
newest  reader  in  Rhode  Island  (“A  child 
psychologist”)  wants  to  do  is  censor  you  for  do¬ 
ing  your  job  of  reporting  gay  news  to  the  commu¬ 
nity;  Rhode  Island  is  big  on  censorship.  He  (she?) 
is  “shocked  and  appalled”  by  your  coverage  of 
the  North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Association 
(NAMBLA),  in  which  he  detects  “a  rathe 
rcavalier  attitude  regarding  children’s  rights.” 
On  the  contrary,  1  know  of  no  organization  that 
takes  a  more  serious  and  realistic  attitude  regard¬ 
ing  children’s  rights  than  NAMBLA  does. 

Our  child  psychologist  assumes  that  children 
have  no  sexual  needs,  and  compares  a  response  to 
those  who  “seem  to  ask”  for  sex  to  letting  a  child 
ride  a  motorcycle  over  a  cliff!  Other  than  this 
patently  unrealistic  assumption,  he  offers  in  sup¬ 
port  of  his  blanket  condemnation  of  intergenera- 
tional  sex  only  the  fact  that  he  has  seen  some  dis¬ 
turbed  (by  whom?)  children. 

Over  a  century  ago  the  gay  pioneer  Karl  Hein¬ 
rich  Ulrichs  complained  of  his  “scientific”  op¬ 
ponents,  including  the  psychologist  Krafft-Ebing 
(author  of  Psychopathia  sexualis),  that  they  had 
seen  only  sick  homosexuals  and  not  healthy  gay 
people.  One  is  tempted  to  say  that  our 
anonymous  psychologist  has  seen  only  sick  in¬ 
dividuals,  and  not  healthy  boy-lovers.  But 
Ulrichs  was  being  rhetorical.  Of  course  Krafft- 
Ebing  had  seen  healthy  gay  people;  he  simply 
refused  to  recognize  the  fact.  Actually,  shortly 
before  his  death  in  1902  Krafft-Ebing  reversed  his 
view  and  did  acknowledge  the  existence  of 
healthy  gay  people.  Let  us  hope  that  our  child 
psychologist  will  not  wait  until  he  is  in  extremis 
(as  his  priest  would  say)  before  he  recognizes  that 
children  do  have  sexual  needs. 

In  the  meantime,  be  warned  that  this  Rhode 
Islander,  hiding  behind  “state  law  need  to  report,” 
is  willing  to  sell  any  gay  person  down  the  river  in 
order  to  avoid  the  stereotype  of  being  a  child 
molester.  The  irony  is,  of  course,  that  his  actions 
merely  perpetuate  the  stereotype  that  he  fears  will 
be  laid  on  him.  and  so  it  probably  will;  Rhode 
Island  is  big  on  stereotypes. 

Hubert  Kennedy 
Providence,  Rl 


scientific  method 

(Editor’s  note:  GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter 
to  Science  Magazine.) 

To  the  Editor: 

The  need  to  eliminate  homophobia  from  the 
ranks  of  scientists  and  society  is  all  the  more  evi¬ 
dent  as  the  scientific  community  grapples  with 
issues  affecting  homosexuals.  Two  articles  in  re¬ 
cent  issues  of  Science  highlight  this  need. 

The  first  is  Barbar  Culliton’s  account  (14 
September,  1984,  p.  1128)  of  controversy  sur¬ 
rounding  blood  testing  for  the  AIDS  antibody. 
As  Culliton  points  out,  some  heterosexual  blood 
donors  are  reluctant  to  be  tested  for  fear  of  being 
falsely  labeled  homosexual.  This  fear  is,  of 
course,  not  only  based  on  the  false  presumption 
that  only  gay  men  contract  AIDS,  but  it  is  based 
on  the  more  profound  fear  of  homosexuality 
itself.  At  the  same  time,  gay  people  are  being 
urged  not  to  take  the  test  by  doctors  serving  the 
gay  community,  also  for  fear  that  positive  results 
recorded  in  a  proposed  national  registry  will  be 
used  for  discriminatory  purposes  by  insurance 
companies,  employers,  the  FBI  and  others.  This 
reaction  represents  a  quite  justified  fear  of  homo- 
phobic  attitudes  in  the  larger  society.  The  tragic 
irony  is,  of  course,  that  if  society  could  learn  to 
accept  homosexuality  as  part  of  the  diversity  of 
human  behavior,  rather  than  to  criminalize  it,  gay 
men  would  be  able  to  form  stable  relationships 
and  legal  marriages  with  much  greater  ease, 
reducing  their  own  stress  in  the  face  of  AIDS,  and 
no  one  would  have  to  fear  identification  as  gay, 
mistaken  or  not. 

Of  particular  importance  to  scientists,  the 
reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  Administration  to 
fund  AIDS  research  more  quickly  and  vigorous¬ 
ly,  and  the  fear  of  some  scientists  to  pursue  par¬ 
ticular  avenues  of  AIDS  research  would  be  less¬ 
ened.  More  emphasis  would  hopefully  be  placed 
on  finding  a  cure  for  the  6122  Americans  with 
AIDS,  73%  of  whom  are  gay,  in  addition  to  the 
emphasis  now  being  placed  on  protecting  the 
general  population  through  blood  testing. 

The  second  article,  by  Gladue  et.  al.  (28 
September,  p.  1496)  reports  a  slightly  different 
endocrine  response  of  gay  males  from  heterosex¬ 
uals  to  injections  of  the  hormone,  premarin.  The 
study  was  based  on  the  extremely  small  sample  of 
only  14  gay  men  and  29  heterosexuals,  and  inex¬ 
plicably  excluded  lesbians  from  the  study.  The 
background  medical  histories  and  environmental 
influences  on  subjects  were  examined  only 
sketchily.  Would  articles  with  such  an  inadequate 
data  base  be  published  in  Science  if  the  scientific 
study  of  homosexuality  were  a  more  vigorous  and 
better  researched  field?  That  it  is  not  reflects,  we 
believe,  not  so  much  inherent  lack  of  interest  in 
the  subject,  but  the  homophobia  which  has  been 
attendant  upon  those  who  have  tried  to  build  a 
career  based  on  research  in  this  field  of  study  in 
the  past. 

Homophobia  affects  the  conduct  of  science  in 
other  ways,  as  well.  Under  current  U.S.  law, 
foreign  scientists  who  state  that  they  are  homo¬ 
sexual  are  not  allowed  to  immigrate  to  the  U.S. 
Furthermore,  scientists  are  still  barred  from  a 
number  of  Federal  agencies  for  being  gay,  as  their 
security  clearances  are  denied.  The  A.A.A.S.  is 
on  record  as  committed  to  ending  the  presence  of 
prejudice  based  on  sexual  orientation  in  the  con¬ 
duct  of  science.  The  need  to  honor  that  commit¬ 
ment  appears  greater  now  than  ever. 

Sincerely, 

J.  Schreiner,  Chairperson; 

W.  Westman,  AAAS  Liaison, 

National  Organization  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Scien¬ 
tists  and  Technical  Professionals 
Chicago,  1L 


some 

clarifications 

Dear  GCN, 

In  our  article  “Sex  and  Ideology  in  Cuba” 
[GCN,  Vol.  12,  No.  1 1]  we  claimed  that  the  direc¬ 
tors  of  Improper  Conduct  lacked  evidence  and 
argumentation  for  many  of  their  accusations. 
The  responses  to  our  piece  did  not  seem  to  ad¬ 
dress  these  issues  but  instead  may  have  been  reac¬ 
tions  to  a  misreading  of  our  “position.”  As  a 
matter  of  clarification,  our  position  is  that  a  film 
about  Cuban  homophobia  and  suppression  of 
social  and  artistic  “deviants”  should  and  could 
have  been  made  without  recourse  to  the  pro¬ 
paganda  and  dishonesty  found  in  Improper  Con¬ 
duct. 

Also,  we  did  not  mean  for  our  analysis  of  the 
sex  education  program  to  be  read  as  a  case  for  the 
lack  of  homophobia  and  suppression  in  Cuba. 
We  clearly  disclaimed  the  analysis  of  the  texts  in 
our  article.  We  did  not  overstate  the  significance 
of  the  program.  We  indicated  that  contradictions 
exist  within  the  texts  themselves,  between  the 
texts  and  societal  values,  and  between  the  leaders 
of  the  sex-ed  program  and  other  state  leaders  (a 
line  on  this  final  point  was  mistakenly  deleted 
when  the  article  was  typeset.)  The  sex-ed  pro¬ 
gram,  however,  does  play  a  modest  role  in 
socialization  and  analyzing  it  is  relevant  to  an 
understanding  of  the  state.  Despite  examining  a 
few  apparently  positive  indicators  of  change,  and 
relaying  the  sense  that  Cuban  sexual  ideology  was 
not  static,  we  tried  not  to  assert  any  definite  or 
unilinear  trend.  In  retrospect  perhaps  we  should 
have  more  carefully  clarified  and  disclaimed  our 
intent  and  the  limits  of  our  research. 

In  the  article  we  focused  on  what  we  knew 
about,  and  what  our  research  and  impressions 
had  yielded.  We  did  not,  as  Samuel  Farber  states, 
“evade”  the  question  of  political  prisoners  in 
Cuba;  it  was  not  the  subject  of  our  article.  We 
brought  up  Amnesty  International  and  the  Red 
Cross  only  because  the  directors  of  Improper 
Conduct  had  stated  in  their  response  to  Ruby 
Rich’s  review  in  American  Film  that  the  two 
organizations  have  not  been  allowed  in  Cuba 
when  in  fact  they  have  been.  (When  we  spoke 
with  Amnesty  we  were  not  informed  of  any  sig¬ 
nificant  restrictions  during  their  1977  report  in 
Cuba,  but,  as  we  stated  in  the  article,  we  were  told 
that  they  are  unsure  how  welcome  they  are  now  to 
return.) 

We  too  had  problems  with  Ambrosio  Fornet’s 
apparently  complete  denial  of  suppression  of  gay 
artists,  and  social/political  “deviants.”  This  is 
not  our  view.  In  our  article  we  mentioned  the 
“cruelly  traditional”  parts  of  the  sex-ed  texts;  the 
“startling  degree  of  open  homophobia”  in  Cuba; 
the  “brutal  treatment  and  excessess”  of  UMAP; 
the  “upsetting  contribution”  that  the  1971  Con¬ 
gress  on  Education  and  Culture  made  “to  Cuban 
prejudice,  paranoia,  and  discrimination  against 
homosexual  artists  and  intellectuals”;  and  the 
lack  of  state  efforts  made  until  recently  to  end 
discrimination  against  gays. 

It  is  perhaps  not  very  far  f rom  some  of  Farber’s 
criticisms  when  we  suggest  here  that  intense  moral 
competition  (or  “emulation”),  peer  pressure, 
politicization  and  nationalism  may  be  inscribing 
oppressive  marks  on  Cuban  society,  and 
eliminating  significant  interstitial  freedoms  as 
state  and  civil  society  are  conflated.  And  with 
Farber  we  might  also  ask  rheotrically,  “If  Fornet 
feels  that  an  apology  is  due  to  Caracol  why 
doesn’t  he  write  about  that  matter  in  the  Cuban 
press?” 

Cuba  has  witnessed  a  successful  struggle 
against  U.S.  imperialism,  and  the  genesis  of  a  na¬ 
tion  marked  by  both  very  satisfactory  growth 
rates  and  a  highly  egalitarian  society.  The  ques¬ 
tion,  of  course,  is  at  what  “cost”  has  this  success 
and  equality  been  achieved.  To  what  extent  is  it 
true  that  the  mass  of  society  has  been  forced  to 
trade-off  increases  in  political  voice  and  auton¬ 
omy  for  economic  gains  and  security?  In  contrast 
to  Farber  (“Cuba:  Still  Stuck  in  the  ABC’s,” 
Against  the  Current ,  Fall  1983),  we  think  the  in¬ 
stitutionalization  of  People’s  Power  in  1976  may 
represent  a  step  toward  making  Cuba  not  only 
egalitarian  but  politically  democratic  also. 
Sincerely, 

Richard  Turits 
Laura  Gotkowitz 
Providence,  RI 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED, 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
typed  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to: 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  if 5,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Speaking  Out - 

Pornography,  Free  Speech  and  Gay  Separatism 

By  Robert  Half  hi  II 


Since  my  last  article  on  the  antipornography  movement  (“On  Anti-Porn  Efforts  and 
Gay  Male  Separatism,”  GCN,  May  26,  1984),  I  have  realized  that  there  is  a  need  for  a  still 
deeper  level  of  analysis  concerning  the  reasons  for  supporting  free  speech.  There  are  also 
additional  reasons  why  the  antipornography  movement  is  anti  Gay. 

The  rationale  for  free  speech  was  first  fully  articulated  by  John  Stuart  Mill  in  1859  in  his 
On  Liberty.  Since  there  are  increasingly  powerful  anti-free  speech  tendencies  in  the  left  in 
general  and  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  movements  in  particular  in  the  form  of  the  antiporn 
movement  and  other  tendencies,  1  will  quote  extensively  from  the  second  chapter  of  On 
Liberty ,  “On  The  Liberty  Of  Thought  And  Discussion,”  as  a  valuable  and  much  needed 
prophylactic  to  these  trends. 

Mill’s  first  argument  was  that  the  opinion  subjected  to  suppression  could  be  true. 
“Those  who  desire  to  suppress  it,  of  course,  deny  its  truth;  but  they  are  not  infallible.  They 
have  no  authority  to  decide  the  question  for  all  mankind  (humanity),  and  exclude  every 
other  person  from  the  means  of  judging.  To  refuse  a  hearing  to  an  opinion,  because  they  are 
sure  that  it  is  false,  is  to  assume  that  their  certainty  is  the  same  thing  as  absolute  certainty. 
All  silencing  of  discussion  is  an  assumption  of  infallibility."  (The  emphasis  of  the  last 
sentence  is  my  own.  Since  Mill  wrote  in  1859,  he  was  not  aware  of  the  error  of  referring  to 
the  human  race  with  male  terms  such  as  “mankind”  The  correct  terminology  will  be  inserted 
in  parentheses  wherever  the  sexist  terms  appear.) 

The  immediate  reply,  of  course,  will  be  something  along  the  lines  of:  “How  dare  you 
grant  any  possibility  that  the  opinions  of  sexists,  racists  an  even  Nazis  are  true.  Are  we  not 
justified  in  taking  action  to  prevent  the  harmful  effects  which  we  know  their  opinions 
produce?” 

However,  the  harmful  effects  of  the  opinions  of  sexists,  racists  and  Nazis  are  not 
actualized  until  they  carry  out  actions  based  on  these  opinions.  We  are  justified  in  taking 
steps  to  prevent  the  actions  of  these  groups  when  they  harm  others.  However,  actions  and 
the  expression  of  opinion  are  two  different  things.  And  while  the  opinions  of  sexists,  racists 
and  Nazis  are  extremely  unlikely  to  be  true,  to  assume  that  we  can  ever  make  a  factual 
judgement  with  no  possibility  or  error  is  to  assume  that  we  would  be  right  in  every  case  if  we 
made  a  million  such  judgements.  Or  a  trillion.  Or  a  trillion  to  the  trillioneth  power. 

Furthermore,  the  way  in  which  we  can  obtain  the  greatest  assurance  that  our  opinons 
are  true  is  by  examining  the  arguments  on  the  other  side  (or  sides)  and  determining  that  they 
do  not  succeed  in  refuting  our  opinion.  As  Mill  put  it:  “There  is  the  greatest  difference 
between  presuming  an  opinion  to  be  true,  because,  with  every  opportunity  for  contesting  it, 
it  has  not  been  refuted,  and  assuming  its  truth  for  the  purpose  of  not  permitting  its 
refutation.  Complete  liberty  of  contradicting  and  disproving  our  opinion  is  the  very  condi¬ 
tion  which  justifies  us  in  assuming  its  truth  for  purposes  of  action;  and  on  no  other  terms  can 
a  being  with  human  faculties  have  any  rational  assurance  of  being  right.” 

Some  people  argued  that  certain  opinions  should  not  be  permitted  to  be  questioned 
because  of  their  social  usefulness.  Mill  replied:  “The  usefulness  of  an  opinion  is  itself  matter 
of  opinion:  as  disputable,  as  open  to  discussion,  and  requiring  discussion  as  much  as  the 
opinion  itself....  And  it  will  not  do  to  say  that  the  heretic  may  be  allowed  to  maintain  the 
futility  or  harmlessness  of  his  (or  her)  opinion,  though  forbidden  to  maintain  its  truth....  In 
the  opinion,  not  of  bad  men  (people),  but  of  the  best  men  (people),  no  belief  which  is 
contrary  to  truth  can  be  really  useful:  and  can  you  prevent  such  men  (persons)  from  urging 
that  plea,  when  they  are  charged  with  culpability  for  denying  some  doctrine  which  they  are 
told  is  useful,  but  which  they  believe  to  be  false?” 

It  was  also  argued  that  some  opinions  should  be  banned  because  of  their  evil 
consequences.  Mill  pointed  out  that  the  assumption  of  infallibility  involved  here  was  at 
precisely  its  most  dangerous  when  the  opinion  proposed  for  banning  was  denounced  as 
immoral:  “It  is  among  such  that  we  find  the  instances  memorable  in  history,  when  the  arm 
of  the  law  has  been  employed  to  root  out  the  best  men  (persons)  and  the  noblest  doctrines; 
with  deplorable  success  as  to  the  men  (persons),  though  some  of  the  doctrines  have  survived 
to  be  (as  if  in  mockery)  invoked  in  defense  of  similar  conduct  towards  those  who  dissent 
from  them,  or  from  their  received  interpretation.” 

Mill’s  second  argument  for  freedom  of  speech  was  that  we  do  not  fully  understand  the 
propositions  in  which  we  believe  until  we  have  heard  all  the  arguments  for  and  against  them: 
“There  is  a  class  of  persons  (happily  not  quite  so  numerous  as  formerly)  who  think  it  enough 
if  a  person  assents  undoubtedly  to  what  they  think  true,  though  he  (or  she)  has  no 
knowledge  whatever  of  the  grounds  of  the  opinion  and  could  not  make  a  tenable  defense  of 
it  against  the  most  superficial  objections....  Where  their  influence  prevails,  they  make  it 
nearly  impossible  for  the  received  opinion  to  be  rejected  wisely  and  considerately,  though  it 
may  still  be  rejected  rashly  and  ignorantly;  for  to  shut  out  discussion  entirely  is  seldom 
possible,  and  when  it  once  gets  in,  beliefs  not  grounded  on  conviction  are  apt  to  give  way 
before  the  slightest  semblance  of  an  argument.” 

Mill  continued:  “...Nor  is  it  enough  that  he  (or  she)  should  hear  the  arguments  of 
adversaries  from  his  (or  her)  own  teachers,  presented  as  they  state  them,  and  accompanied 
by  what  they  offer  as  refutations. ...  He  (or  she)  must  be  able  to  hear  them  from  persons  who 
actually  believe  them;  who  defend  them  in  earnest,  and  do  their  very  utmost  for  them.  He 
(or  she)  must  know  them  in  their  most  plausible  and  persuasive  form;  he  (or  she)  must  feel 


the  whole  force  of  the  difficulty  which  the  true  view  of  the  subject  has  to  encounter  and 
dispose  of;  else  he  (or  she)  will  never  really  possess  himself  (or  herself)  of  the  portion  of  truth 
which  meets  and  removes  the  difficulty.” 

Mill  concluded:  “...mankind  (humanity)  ought  to  have  a  rational  assurance  that  all 
objections  have  been  satisfactorily  answered;  and  how  are  they  to  be  answered  if  that  which 
requires  to  be  answered  is  not  spoken?  or  how  can  the  answer  be  known  to  be  satisfactory,  if 
the  objectors  have  no  opportunity  of  showing  that  it  is  unsatisfactory?” 

Mill  had  two  other  arguments  for  freedom  of  speech.  The  first  was  not  only  the  grounds 
of  an  opinion  but  often  the  meaning  of  an  opinion  itself  is  forgotten  in  the  absence  of  discus¬ 
sion.  His  examples  were  primarily  about  religious  creeds  but  the  same  argument  could  be 
raised  with  respect  to  feminism  or  any  other  philosophy  intended  to  have  an  effect  on 
human  behavior. 

Mill’s  last  argument  was  that  were  cases  in  which  both  the  orthodox  and  dissenting 
opinion  contained  a  portion  of  the  truth. 

Mill  stated  his  conclusion  near  the  beginning  of  his  work:  “If  all  mankind  (humanity) 
minus  one  were  of  one  opinion,  and  only  one  person  were  of  the  contrary  opinion,  mankind 
(humanity)  would  be  no  more  justified  in  silencing  that  one  person  than  he  (or  she),  it  he  (or 
she)  had  the  power,  would  be  justified  in  silencing  mankind  (humanity)....  But  the  peculiar 
evil  of  silencing  the  expression  of  an  opinion  is,  that  it  is  robbing  the  human  race;  posterity, 
as  well  as  the  existing  generation;  those  who  dissent  from  the  opinion,  still  more  than  those 
who  hold  it.” 

Today,  some  Marxists  and  feminists  would  dissent  from  Mill’s  arguments.  Some 
Marxists  would  probably  argue  that  Mill  and  other  civil  libertarians  represent  “bourgeois 
liberalism”  and  that  opinions  represent  the  interests  of  one  class  or  another  and  that  speech 
is  a  weapon  in  promoting  these  interests.  Those  who  are  with  the  working  class,  these 
Marxists  would  argue,  will  attempt  to  promote  the  speech  that  represents  the  interests  of  the 
working  class  and  suppress  that  speech  that  represents  the  interests  of  the  class  enemy. 
Some  feminists  would  argue  that  free  speech  arguments  are  a  shibboleth  of  the  “male  left” 
and  that  they  are  only  concerned  with  defending  that  speech  that  defends  the  interests  of 
women.  They  would  view  certain  other  speech  as  aaiieapon  of  the  patriarchy.  How’ever,  it  is 
still  a  matter  of  opinion  as  to  what  represents  the  interests  of  workers  and  women.  Whoever 
decides  this  question  without  letting  the  opposing  view  be  heard  presumes  to  be  infallible. 

There  are  reasons  of  political  principle  for  opposing  the  antipornography  movement 
and  supporting  free  speech  also.  Does  anyone  think  that  our  present  male,  capitalist 
controlled  government  would  support  speech  that  promotes  the  interests  of  women  and 
workers  and  suppress  speech  that  is  in  their  own  interests  if  we  help  to  give  them  increased 
powers  of  censorship?  It  is  an  ironical  commentary  on  the  “feminist”  antipornography 
movement  that  the  government  of  Ontario  has  censored  both  “Not  A  Love  Story”  and 
“Born  in  Flames.”  “Our  Bodies,  Ourselves”  would  once  have  been  banned  under  the 
censorship  laws  that  the  “feminist”  antipornographers  are  trying  to  restore. 

Since  I  wrote  my  last  article,  I  have  realized  that  there  is  a  yet  deeper  reason  for  the 
majority  of  the  lesbians’  hatred  of  gays  that  has  led  them  to  be  instrumental  in  starting  a 
campaign  against  the  adult  bookstores  which  has  led  to  the  arrests  of  over  3600  gays  in 
Minneapolis  alone.  I  had  thought  in  the  past  that  the  acrimony  and  bickering  that  had 
occurred  at  joint  gay-lesbian  meetings  was  merely  because  the  lesbians  didn’t  dare  attack 
the  hetero  establishment  that  is  responsible  for  their  oppression  and  found  it  easier  to  take 
their  anger  out  on  us.  However,  women  in  this  society  are  raised  to  be,  on  the  average,  far 
more  puritanical  about  sex  than  men.  This  is  not  necessarily  a  biological  characteristic; 
Margaret  Mead  studied  a  New  Guinea  society  called  the  Tchambuli  where  the  women  were 
sexually  agrressive  and  the  men  sexually  passive.  (Sex  and  Temperament  in  Three  Primitive 
Societies)  If  our  mass,  industrial  society  had  develped  from  a  culture  like  the  Tchambuli,  we 
might  now  have  a  male  antipornography  movement  and  women  patronizing  the  adult 
bookstores.  But  be  that  as  it  may,  most  Lesbians  have  a  profound  hatred  of  gay  male 
sexuality,  even  though  it  is  in  no  way  directed  towards  them  and  is  none  of  their  business. 
Although  there  are  some  Lesbians  who  support  “politically  incorrect”  forms  of  sexuality 
and  sexual  freedom  in  general,  the  majority  of  the  Lesbians  support  the  antipornography 
movement.  They  have  a  profound  hatred  of  gays  and  our  sexuality.  They  couldn’t  possibly 
have  been  so  naive  as  to  not  realize  that  a  campaign  against  the  adult  bookstores  would  lead 
to  this  massive  total  of  arrests.  The  majority  of  lesbians  have  declared  war  on  the  gay 
community  and  gays  will  be  fools  if  we  let  them  cajole  and  guilt-trip  us  into  not  retaliating. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  do  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


Community  Voices 


pro-life  or 
pro-guilt? 

To  the  Editor: 

New  York’s  vigorous  Roman  Catholic  Arch¬ 
bishop,  John  O’Connor,  has  spent  considerable 
energy  fighting  to  make  abortion  a  crime.  There  is 
a  simple  way  that  the  Archbishop  could  reduce 
abortions  without  changing  the  law:  IF  the  Arch¬ 
bishop  would  encourage  sex  education  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  schools  and  encourage  educa¬ 
tion  about  and  use  of  contraceptives  throughout 
New  York  City,  is  is  certain  that  the  number  of 
abortions  would  drop.  But  Archbishop  O’Con¬ 
nor  opposes  the  pill,  the  rubber,  the  diaphragm, 
and  all  other  devices  of  birth  control.  O’Connor 
pretends  to  be  against  abortion;  in  reality,  he  is 
against  sex.  And  if  he  succeeds  in  outlawing  abor¬ 
tion,  he  will  next  seek  to  outlaw  contraception, 
homosexuality,  and  even  divorce.  O’Connor 
pretends  to  be  “pro-Life”;  but  in  reality,  he  is 
“pro-guilt.” 

In  the  Republic  of  Ireland  the  Constitution 
already  has  been  amended  to  outlaw  abortion. 
The  New  York  Daily  News  of  10  October  1984 
reported  an  amusing  incident: 

“A  young  Russian  couple... at  Shannon 
Airport. ..were  mistaken  for  defectors.  The 
two,  on  a  stopover  on  the  Havana-Moscow 
Aeroflot  route,  went  to  the  duty-free  store. 

In  poor  English,  the  man  asked  for  ‘protec¬ 


tion.’  He  was  whisked  away  for  questioning 
by  immigration  authorities....  But,  after  20 
minutes,  officials  learned  that  he  was  not 
after  political  protection  but  sexual  protec¬ 
tion  —  condoms.  The  authorities  could  not 
help  the  young  lovers.  In  Catholic  Ireland, 
the  sale  of  condoms  is  barred  except  to  mar¬ 
ried  couples  and  then  only  with  a  doctor’s 
prescription.” 

Rather  than  endorse  prophylactics,  the  Arch¬ 
bishop  presented  a  major  address  on  Monday  15 
October  1984  to  once  again  condemn  abortion. 
And  to  aid  his  cause,  he  had  Mother  Theresa  of 
Calcutta  invoke  her  blessing  on  his  crusade.  But 
surely,  Calcutta,  with  its  extreme  poverty  and 
overpopulation  is  an  argument  on  behalf  of  birth 
control  and  abortion.  America  requires  No  Cal¬ 
cutta  solutions  to  its  problems. 

Moreover,  the  Catholic  argument  against  abor¬ 
tion  is  based  on  the  view  that  at  the  moment  of 
conception,  when  the  sperm  meets  the  ovum,  at 
that  moment  a  human  life  with  a  soul  is  created. 
How  certain  the  Pop  and  O’Connor  are  that  a 
human  life  and  soul  are  present  at  conception! 

Yet  Pope  Gregory  IX  declared  that  Jews  should 
be  slaves  who  should  suffer  (though  not  be 
killed).  In  1555  leaders  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  Spain  —  then  the  world’s  leading  Cath¬ 
olic  power  —  debated  whether  American  Indians 
were  human  or  not.  They  were  not  sure  that  the 
Aztecs  and  Incas  and  Mayas  were  human!  But  the 
Church  is  now  certain  about  the  day-old  fetus! 


Even  the  Catholic  view  on  fetuses  has  changed. 
The  present  view  was  not  adopted  until  1869.  In¬ 
deed,  the  Pope  was  not  declared  infallible  until 
1870.  Prior  to  that  time  Catholic  leaders  usually 
held  a  different  view  on  the  fetus.  Thomas 
Aquinas  did  not  think  of  it  as  human  until  it  kick¬ 
ed.  The  official  Church  view  prior  to  1869  was 
that  a  male  fetus  became  human  in  the  4th  month, 
the  female  fetus  in  the  6th.  The  Church  changed 
in  1869.  Will  it  do  so  again? 

But  now  Archbishop  O’Connor  is  certain 
about  when  the  fetus  becomes  human,  and  he  at¬ 
tacks  Ms.  Ferraro  and  Gov.  Cuomo  for  their  pro- 
choice  position  on  abortion.  Ms.  Ferraro  has  even 
discussed  the  possibility  of  resigning  office  if 
threatened  with  ex-communication.  It  seems 
unlikely  that  the  Church  will  ex-communicate 
Ms.  Ferraro;  afterall,  it  never  got  around  to  ex¬ 
communicating  Adolph  Hitler.  But  then,  perhaps 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  preferred  Hitler’s 
“pro-Life”  stance  to  the  “pro-Choice”  views  of 
Ms.  Ferraro. 

Roman  Catholic  leaders  have  dominated 
Europe  on  several  occasions.  The  first  such 
domination  we  still  call  the  Dark  Ages;  the  last, 
we  call  the  Holocaust. 

If  the  Archbishop  is  serious  about  reducing  the 
number  of  abortions,  let  him  place  a  rubber 
stamp  of  approval  on  condoms. 

Yours  truly, 

Hugh  Murray 
New  York,  NY 


midwestern  gen 

Dear  Friends, 

1  was  shocked  to  discover,  recently,  that  we  are 
no  longer  receiving  Gay  Community  News  in  the 
library.  Our  most  recently  received  issue  is  from 
mid-summer  1984. 

Through  the  Henry  Gerber-Pearl  M.  Hart 
Library,  GCN  is  preserved  in  the  Midwest  and 
made  available  to  the  Chicago  area  Lesbian/Gay 
community.  We  have  a  complete  set  of  the  Alter¬ 
native  Press  Index  in  which  GCN  is  indexed,  so  it 
has  been  a  very  accessible  source  for  information. 
Our  patrons,  especially  students,  have  turned  to  it 
for  accounts  of  legislation,  the  military,  lesbian 
mothers,  third  world  people,  cross-dressing,  and 
the  many,  many  other  topics  about  which  infor¬ 
mation  is  needed  (including  news  about  certain 
events  in  Chicago  which  were  hardly  covered  by 
our  own  local  press  —  thank  you!).  We  consider 
our  set  of  GCN  an  important  resource  here  in 
Chicago. 

It  would  be  great  to  hear  from  you  soon  about 
the  possibility  of  getting  our  all  volunteer 
organization  back  on  your  complimentary  mail¬ 
ing  list. 

Thank  you  very  much, 

Joseph  P.  Gregg 
Co-Director 
Gerber-Hart  Library 
Chicago,  IL 
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S/M  Photography 


Mark  I.  Chester:  The  School  of  Hard  Cocks 


By  Nicholas  Deutsch 

1 

S/M  Photography  (featuring  the 
work  of  Mark  I.  Chester),  Sept. 
26,  1984,  at  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community  Services  Center,  New 
York,  N.Y. 


photography  as  I  got  more  into 
S/M.”  These  early  photos  are 
typically  solo  shots  of  bound  men, 
faces  obscured  or  covered,  bodies 
immobilized.  Bare  interiors,  a  lot 
of  sexual  action.  Black-and-white 
predominates:  grainy,  dark,  some¬ 


“Bill  Browning 
from  the  performance  piece  “Metamorphosis.” 


Mark  I.  Chester  feels  that 
photography  is  a  potent  force  for 
gay  men  in  general  and  S/M  men 
in  particular,  for  the  latter  can 
break  two  taboos  at  once,  one  on 
showing  two  men  together  and  one 
on  “dark,  erotic  imagery”  (a 
favorite  phrase).  Chester  began 
taking  pictures  as  documentation 
of  S/M  scenes  in  which  he  was  in¬ 
volved,  then  discovered  that 
photography  could  reinforce  his 
sexually  dominant  role:  the  click 
of  the  camera  shutter  was  a  turn¬ 
on  to  the  bottom.  “I  got  more  into 


times  shot  with  a  single  light 
source. 

Then  comes  a  series  of  hard 
cocks  in  bondage.  (As  Chester 
reels  off  the  professions  of  the 
“models”  —  computer  specialist, 
airline  steward,  psychiatrist  —  he 
gets  laughs  from  the  large,  atten¬ 
tive  audience.)  Then  a  self- 
portrait,  face  covered  with  clothes¬ 
pins. 

A  turning  point  in  Chester’s  life 
and  work  was  the  Folsom  Fire,  in 
which  25  buildings  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco’s  South  of  Market  area 


burned,  leaving  75  people  home¬ 
less.  After  the  physical  devastation 
came  the  political,  as  the  straight 
press  scapegoated  the  S/M  com¬ 
munity:  news  media  and  Mayor 
tromped  through  Chester’s  play¬ 
room,  his  S/M  gear  was  stolen,  his 
photos  trashed,  his  furniture  ran¬ 
sacked.  “They  abused  my  rights 
and  ridiculed  me.  I  felt  as  if  I  had 
been  raped.”  Chester  resolved  to 
intensify  his  efforts  to  send  his 
own  energy  out  into  the  com¬ 
munity,  to  try  and  show  “wonder¬ 
ful  and  positive  things  coming  out 
of  an  S/M  space.” 

This  post-fire  work  takes  off  in 
new  directions.  There’s  a  wider 
range  of  subject  and  locale,  in¬ 
cluding  a  few  photos  of  two  men 
together  and  of  solo  women.  More 
experiments  with  light  and 
silhouette.  The  black  and  white 
photos  are  freer  in  style,  less 
brightly  lit.  There  are  theater 
photographs  and  shots  of  a  per¬ 
formance  piece  during  which 
Chester  put  pianist  and  piano  into 
bondage. 

As  slide  follows  slide,  I  become 
aware  how  individual  and  untrans¬ 
ferable  each  person’s  relationship 
to  a  photograph  can  be.  My  first 
reaction  to  many  of  the  early 
photos,  especially  those  of  heavy 
bondage  scenes,  is  to  feel  very  dis¬ 
tanced.  I’m  conscious  of  how  cut 
off  I  feel  from  usual  sources  of  in¬ 
formation  about  human  feelings: 
faces  are  hidden,  bodies  prone  and 
immobile,  surroundings  bare  and 
subjects  alone.  It’s  a  bit  like  being 
stranded,  waterless,  in  the  desert. 
I’m  left  with  a  sense  of  sadness  and 
isolation. 


Odder  still,  I  find  that  these 
photos  fail  to  touch  or  summon 
forth  those  “dark,  erotic  places” 
in  my  own  desires  and  fantasies.  (I 
know  they’re  there.)  Is  it  because 
the  paraphernalia  is  so  specific ?  If 
you  happen  to  be  into  clothespins, 
rubber  or  yards  and  yards  of  rope 
(either  as  top  or  bottom),  you 
might  very  well  identify  with,  be 
turned  on  by,  or  find  something 
human  in  these  pictures  that  I’ve 
missed.  But  if  you  aren’t,  Chester 


results)  but  to  control  and  limit 
our  access  to  the  inner  lives  of  the 
men  portrayed. 

There’s  also  the  matter  of  hard 
cocks.  Let’s  face  it:  the  penis  is  one 
of  the  least  emotionally  expressive 
parts  of  the  human  male’s  anat¬ 
omy.  It  can  be  hard;  it  can  be  soft: 
it  can  be  somewhere  in  between. 
That’s  about  it.  Emotion  is  exactly 
what  we  can  7  derive  from  a  close- 
up  of  a  hard  cock,  because  we 
know  that  getting  an  erection  is  a 


“Fire  in  the  Fast  Lane” 

from  the  series  “City  of  Wounded  Boys  and  Sexual  Warriors.” 


hasn’t  allowed  you  any  other  way 
into  the  picture:  he’s  not  only  used 
his  skill  as  a  photographer  to 
dominate  his  subject  (with 
presumably  sexually  gratifying 


quirky,  unpredictable  physiologi¬ 
cal  response:  the  meaning  remains 
personal  and  private.  Even  the 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


BOSTON-AREA 
GAY/LESBIAN 
BUSINESS  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

WATERSHIP  INN 
P.O.Box  918 
7  Winthrop  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094 


ACUPUNCTURE 

SEAN  VARNUM 
Suite  401 
678  Mass  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  576-2144 
(617)  321-8818 


BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

DR.  JAN  RISING 
418  Washington  St., 

Suite  112 

Brighton,  MA  02135 
(617)  782-0267 

CINEMA 

ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)  482-4661 

GYMS 

SOUTH  END  GYM 
46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston  MA 
(617)  451-3514 


MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 
(617)  641-1234 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  D.M.D. 
739  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1500 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square,  MA 
02172 

(617)  926-4289 

HOME  REPAIRS 

GEORGE  W.  CASPER 
47  Waldeck  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3228 


INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
1-800-352-3185 


LANDSCAPE  DESIGN/ 
BUILD _ 

ROGER  WASHBURN 
Licensed  Landscape 
Architect 
53  Hawthorne  St. 
Somerville,  Ma.  02144 
(617)  776-6377 

LIMOUSINE  SERVICES 


WAITES  ROLLS  ROYCE 
LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 
Christopher  Waites 
(617)  567-0420 
(305)  564-1292 


TAX  PREPARATION 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-7565 


T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC 
SERVICES 
Anni  Waterflow 
17  Shepton  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3106 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  661-0248 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-7573 

JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
COUNSELING  AND 
HYPNOSIS 
8  Woodbury  Court 
Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  745-2939 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 

MA,  COUNSELING 
110  Orchard  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 

NORTH  SHORE  CMHC 
COUNSELING 
47  Congress  St. 

Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  744-5322 

PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 

ALLAN  SINGER,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Copley  Square 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-2240 

CLINICAL  PSYCHOLOGICAL 

ASSOCIATES 

(617)  269-8382 

THE  NEXT  STEP 
Counseling  and  Training 
Cambridge  &  Newton 
Offices 
(617)  491-6430 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA 
PLAIN  HEALTH  CENTER 
687  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-5900 

COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 

MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

35  Huntington  Ave.  #331 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-0225 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St.,  Rm.  219 
Boston,  MA  02111 
542-5188 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass.  Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  643-1111 


DR.  STEPHEN  GOLBURGH 
Licensed  Clinical 
Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.  #231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 


CAREER  COUNSELING 

PAULA  HERRINGTON 
(617)  628-9043 

PODIATRY 

A  HOUSECALL 
Jeanne  M.  Arnold,  DPM 
William  A.  Sandberg,  DPM 
(617)  396-7527 

ILLUSTRATION/DESIGN 

Jean  Vallon 
75  Everett  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-3278 


REAL  ESTATE 

MARK  THOMAS  CO,  LTD 
Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-2209 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO.  INC. 
318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 


REMODELING 

T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS,  INC. 
36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea,  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 

LITTLE  BEAR  AND  COM¬ 
PANY 

(617)  296-1770 


TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

NOBSCOTT TRAVEL 
AND  SHUTTLE  SERVICE 
795  Water  St. 
Framingham,  MA  01701 
(617)  877-2278 
(617)235-2040 


WOMEN 

NEW  WORDS  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  190 

373  Commercial  St. 

Provincetown,  MA  02657 


WOMEN’S  BARS 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 
Boston,  MA 
423-7730 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your  busi¬ 
ness  or  service  listed  (for  only 
$100.00  per  year)  call  426-4469. 


Mark  I.  Chester  ©  1984 
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Dean  McDowell 


BOSTON  —  Dean  Noyes 
McDowell,  Jr.  of  Dorchester 
and  West  Simsbury,  Connecti¬ 
cut!,  died  of  respiratory  failure 
at  Beth  Israel  Hospital  on 
November  26,  1984  after  an 
eleven-month  struggle  with 
AIDS. 

McDowell  helped  to  organize 
the  1983  and  1984  Chiltern 
Mountain  Club  Hikes  for  Life 
to  benefit  the  Boston  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  and  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  two  workshops  on 
AIDS  for  club  members.  Since 
his  diagnosis,  he  wrote  several 
letters  to  GCN discussing  AIDS 
and  how  it  affected  his  life. 

Born  in  Columbia,  South 
Carolina  on  March  10,  1950, 
McDowell  attended  schools  in 
Honolulu  and  Maryland.  He 
graduated  from  Tufts  Universi¬ 
ty  and  did  post-graduate  work 
at  the  University  of  Hartford, 
earning  a  Master  of  Arts  degree 
in  landscape  architecture 
through  Beacon  College  in 
Washington,  D.C.  in  1982. 

McDowell  traveled  exten¬ 
sively  in  Europe,  the  Soviet 
Union,  the  Middle  East,  the 
South  Pacific,  New  Zealand, 
Australia,  Hawaii,  and  the 
Americas.  He  spoke  fluent 
French  and  Swedish  and  was 
competent  in  Greek,  Hebrew 
and  Spanish. 

A  mycologist,  naturalist  and 
plant  forager,  he  served  as 
nature  and  canoe  instructor  for 
two  mountain  climbing  clubs 


and  was  a  member  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  committee  of  the 
Chiltern  Mountain  Club  for 
three  years. 

Among  his  many  landscap¬ 
ing  projects,  McDowell  com¬ 
pleted  the  Tropical  Rain  Forest 
at  the  Central  Park  Zoo  Tropi¬ 
cal  Building  in  New  York  City 
and,  as  design  consultant  and 
project  manager  for  the  North 
Shore  Community  Arts 
Foundation,  completed  the 
Beverly  Music  Theater  and  the 
Montserrat  School  of  Art.  He 
consulted  at  the  Arnold  Arbo¬ 
retum  and  also  designed  exten¬ 
sively  for  zoos,  parks  and 
private  residences  during  his 
career. 

He  is  survived  by  his  parents. 
Colonel  and  Mrs.  Dean 
McDowell  of  Nokesville, 
Virginia;  a  brother  Ralph,  also 
of  Nokesville;  and  two  sisters, 
Anne  of  Winston-Salem, 
North  Carolina  and  Gail  of 
Berkeley,  California;  and  his 
longtime  friend  Conrad 
Cylkowski  of  West  Simsbury, 
Conn. 

A  memorial  service  will  be 
held  at  the  Lindsay  Chapel  of 
Emmanual  Church,  16  New¬ 
bury  Street,  Boston,  on 
December  9  at  2:00  p.m. 

Donations  in  his  memory 
may  be  made  to  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee/Fenway 
Community  Health  Center,  16 
Haviland  Stret,  Boston  02115.' 


Elections 


Continued  from  /nine  / 


that  when  we  approach  a  system 


debunked  the  notion  that  scratch¬ 
ing  a  gay  person  reveals  a  liberal, 
at  least,  and  a  flaming  radical,  at 
most.  Ebersole  holds  title  as  the 
only  elected  openly  gay  Repub¬ 
lican  in  the  country.  Like  U.S. 
Rep.  Gerry  Studds,  Ebersole  came 
out  after  his  election,  but  since 
coming  out  has  involved  himself  in 
the  movement  for  gay  rights,  albeit 
in  its  conservative  wing. 

Ebersole  sidestepped  more  sub¬ 
stantive  questions  concerning  the 
participation  of  a  rabidly  homo- 
phobic  radical  right  in  the  Repub¬ 
lican  Party,  and  instead,  en¬ 
couraged  gay  Republicans  to  join 
the  newly  formed  CAIR,  a  forum 
for  moderate  to  conservative  gay 
people.  In  the  question  and  answer 
period,  Ebersole  said  the  group 
will  maintain  a  single-issue  focus 
on  gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights. 

Ebersole  insisted  that  Repub¬ 
lican  officeholders  can  be  swayed 
to  support  gay  rights  when  gay 
Republicans  come  out  and  show 
them  that  the  issue  is  important  to 
conservatives  as  well  as  liberals. 

Virginia  Apuzzo  of  NGTF  took 
the  podium  and  told  the  audience 
that  she  puts  politics  in  the  context 
of  social  change.  “A  movement,” 
she  said,  “that  is  truly  accountable 
to  the  notion  ‘we  are  everywhere 
and  we  are  everyone’  forces  you  to 
develop  an  objective  that  goes 
beyond  the  acquisition  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  law  or  ordinance,  but 
moves  you  toward  dealing  with  the 
generic  issue  of  oppression.” 

She  said  that  politics  is  an  in¬ 
complete  strategy  for  a  social 
change  movement  and  called  on 
the  gay  movement  to  take  on  the 
job  of  educating  poeple.  “Unless 
we  couple  politics  with  education, 
we  leave  ourselves  vulnerable  to 
elections  in  which  an  unsym¬ 
pathetic  administrations  wins.” 

In  conclusion,  Apuzzo  declared, 
“One  of  the  things  we  forget  when 
we  approach  the  government  is 


that  would  love  to  die  and  be 
static,  we  force  it  to  be  alive  and  be 
dynamic  and  to  live  up  to  what  it 
says  it  can  do...  When  we  do  that, 
we’ll  be  a  social  change  move¬ 
ment.” 

In  response  to  an  audience  ques¬ 
tion  concerning  changing  the 
agenda  of  the  Republican  Party, 
Apuzzo  suggested  a  change  in  tac¬ 
tics  in  the  future.  She  said  that 
Americans  are  fair-minded,  but 
must  be  shown  unfairness,  “with 
no  subtleties.  We  should  perhaps 
return  to  more  direct  confronta¬ 
tional  strategies,  demonstrations 
and  such.  But  it  must  be  worked 
out  in  a  coordinated  fashion,  mov¬ 
ing  us  toward  objectives  that  make 
the  government  respond  to  us.” 


Gil  Gerald 


Gil  Gerald  noted  in  response  to  a 
question  concerning  racism  in  the 
gay  community  that  our  own  insti¬ 
tutions  must  be  prevailed  upon  to 
change.  Using  gentrification  in 
Washington,  D.C.  as  an  example, 
he  said,  “I’m  appalled  that  people 
move  into  a  neighborhood  and 
their  only  concerns  are  trash 
removal  and  getting  rid  of  the  drug 
users  sitting  on  their  steps....  No 
group  has  properly  addressed 
gentrification.  Our  movement  has 
to  move  away  from  a  single  issue 
focus.  If  we  don’t  make  connec¬ 
tions,  if  we  don’t  recruit  or  involve 
people  of  color  in  the  movement, 
people  will  write  us  off.” 


r 


Dr.  Scott  E.  Borrelli 

Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist 


1  stress  anxiety  reduction 
•  relief  from  depression 

739  Boylston  St.  Suite  516 
Boston,  MA  02116 
353-0555 

Health  insurance  Accepted 


•  individual  psychotherapy 

•  couples  counseling 


GCN  BUTTONS 

$1.00  (includes  postage  &  handling) 
Send  check  or  money  order  to 
GCN  Buttons,  167  Tremont  St. 
Boston.  MA  02111 


RABBI  WANTED 

Part-time  Position 


CONGREGATION  SHA'AR  ZAHAV 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


Dynamic,  200-member  synagogue  with  particular 
outreach  to  the  gay  &  lesbian  community. 

Inquire  to:  Search  Committee,  Cong.  Sha'ar  Zahav, 
220  Danvers,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
•  Member,  UAHC  • 


Been  to  your  local  library  lately? 


How  many  gay  and  lesbian  periodicals  do  they  have  on  their 
shelves?  Not  so  many?  We  need  your  help  to  change  that.  Help  us  get 
your  library  to  subscribe  to  GCN.  Library  subscriptions  are  very  impor¬ 
tant  to  GCN  and  to  a  library’s  patrons.  They  allow  us  to  reach  many, 
many  people  who  would  otherwise  never  get  a  chance  to  read  a  gay/les¬ 
bian  newspaper: 

•  People  who  wonder  if  they’re  gay  and  who  know  nothing 
about  gay/lesbian  life  and  community 

•  People  who  are  just  coming  out 

•  People  who  are  in  the  closet  or  who  live  in  isolation 

•  Kids  who  are  gay/lesbian 

•  People  who  can’t  afford  to  subscribe 

•  Interested  straight  folks 

Libraries  supply  GCN  with  an  essential  source  of  revenue.  Once  a 
library  begins  a  subscription,  it  tends  to  renew  every  year. 

Please  request  that  your  library  subscribe  to  GCN.  We’ll  send  a 
library  promotion  kit  to  help  you  talk  to  your  librarian. 

GCN  and  your  community  will  both  benefit  from  it. 

Yes,  I’ll  be  a  Library  Lion  and  help  convince  my  library  to  subscribe  to 
GCN  and  maybe  even  to  purchase  GCN  on  microfilm  as  well. 

Name  _ _ 


Address 
City _ 


State . 


Zip 


Phone  ( 


). 


Name/Address  of  Library 


Send  to  GCN  Library  Lions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  021/1 


YOU  HATED  OUR 
ADS... 

WAIT  TILL  YOU 
READ  OUR 
MAGAZINE. 

MANSCAPE. 

THE  MAGAZINE 
THAT'S  NOT  AFRAID 
TO  CONFRONT  GAY 

SEX. 

SAMPLE  COPY  $3 
Manscape 
P.O.  Box  1314, 
Teaneck,  NI  07666. 


FAMILY  & 
WRITERS  TALI 


Michael  Bronski  and  Andrea  Loewenstein  have  been 
frequent  contributors  to  GCN  over  the  past  six  years.  This 
interview  is  one  of  a  series  of  dialogues  they've  done  for 
GCN,  talking  and  typing  it  up  at  the  same  time,  a  method 
they  recommend  to  avoid  the  hours  and  hours  needed  to 
transcribe  a  tape  recording. 

Andrea,  who  is  now  on  leave  of  absence  in  London, 
has  been  the  director  of  the  Jefferson  Park  Writing  Center, 
a  community  school  she  founded  in  the  Jefferson  Park 
housing  project  in  Cambridge,  Mass,  three  years  ago.  The 
publication  "Flowers  in  a  Field  of  Thorns"  is  a  yearly  col¬ 
lection  of  writing  by  the  women  she  has  worked  with  there. 
She  also  taught  creative  writing  to  women  at  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Correctional  Institute  at  Framingham  for  three 
years. 

Andrea's  poems  and  short  stories  are  just  beginning  to 
appear  in  the  world  —  Conditions  10  has  a  recent  story. 
Her  criticism  has  appeared  in  New  Women's  Times  and 
Women's  Review  of  Books  as  well  as  in  GCN.  The  high 
point  of  Andrea's  GCN  career  was  the  soap  opera  "Ran¬ 
dom  Lust"  which  some  readers  may  remember  first  ap¬ 
peared  in  April  1980. 

Michael's  book  Culture  Clash:  The  Making  of  Gay 
Sensibility  traces  the  tremendous  impact  gay  people  have 
made  upon  mainstream  culture  from  the  Victorian  times 
of  Oscar  Wilde  and  Walt  Whitman  to  the  post-new  wave 
theatrics  of  Boy  George  and  Michael  Jackson.  Bronski 
started  writing  for  GCN  eight  years  ago  when  his  then 
roommate  Neil  Miller  was  the  features  editor  and  needed 
some  extra  copy  to  fill  space.  He  is  now  the  paper's  main 
film  and  theater  critic,  a  constant  book  reviewer  and 
general  popular  culture  maven.  He  has  also  written  for  the 
Boston  Phoenix,  the  now-defunct  Real  Paper,  Stallion, 
Fag  Rag,  Boston  Gay  Review  and  once  did  a  one-shot 
guest  spot  in  the  Boston  Herald  American. 

Andrea  thinks  she  and  Michael  met  when  he  called 
her  up  about  Random  Lust.  Michael  thinks  they  met 
when  he  was  looking  for  someone  to  do  a  dialogue  on  por¬ 
nography.  They  have  been  friends  for  five  years. 

Michael's  book  is  published  by  the  South  End  Press. 
Andrea's  book,  This  Place,  is  published  by  Routledge  and 
Kegan  Paul.  Both  books  are  available  in  area  bookstores. 
Glad  Day  Books,  at  43  Winter  St.  near  Downtown  Cross¬ 
ing,  will  host  a  book-signing  party  with  Michael  on  Friday, 
Dec.  14  from  5  to  7pm. 

Andrea:  Here  we  both  are  with  a  book  out.  Can  you 
believe  it?  It  seems  like  almost  everyone  wants  to 
write  a  book,  but  hardly  anyone  gets  to  write  one,  let 
alone  publish  one. 

Michael:  I  think  that's  a  middle-class  assumption.  I 
think  that  a  lot  of  people  might  want  to  show  or  prove 
themselves  in  different  ways. 

Andrea:  I  think  that's  a  middle-class  assumption  on 
your  part.  Because  in  teaching  writing  and  literature 
to  students  who  are  primarily  working-class,  I  found 
that  the  tremendous  desire  to  write  a  book,  to  be  pub¬ 
lished,  to  be  listened  to,  to  be  heard,  was  true  of  almost 
every  student.  Not  the  feeling  of  "this  is  any  kind  of 
real  possibility  for  me,"  but  the  desire. 

Michael:  I'm  still  not  convinced  that  everybody 
wants  to  write  a  book.  I  think  that  everyone  wants  to 
be  heard  and  listened  to.  But  I'm  not  sure  that  that 
means  a  book.  Maybe  because  you  were  teaching 
writing  classes  that's  the  impression  you  got. 

Andrea:  People  may  not  want  to  sit  down  and  write  a 
book  themselves,  but  I  think  that  everyone  feels  that 
they  have  a  book  inside  them.  Haven't  you  heard  peo¬ 
ple  say,  "My  life  would  make  a  great  book"  —  the 
desire  is  there. 

Michael:  I  don't  doubt  that.  I  just  don't  think  that 
everyone  thinks  of  it  in  terms  of  a  book.  Some  people 
may  want  to  see  their  lives  and  stories  as  movies  or  TV 
or  soap  operas  or  rock  songs... 

Andrea:  ...Or  operas.  I  agree  with  you.  But  that  br¬ 
ings  me  back  to  the  question  of  what  made  you  able  to 
take  this  desire  we  agree  most  people  have  and  actual¬ 
ly  make  it  become  reality? 

Michael:  I  think  a  lot  of  it  had  to  do  with  my  own  no¬ 
tion  that  writing  a  book  was  something  good  and  im¬ 
portant  to  do.  I  grew  up  with  this  assumption,  and  a  lot 
of  my  training  was  aimed  in  that  direction. 

Andrea:  Are  you  talking  about  your  class 
background,  or  that  your  parents  encouraged  you 
especially  toward  literature? 

Michael:  I  guess  I  mean  basically  growing  up  middle- 
class  —  my  parents  never  particularly  encouraged  me 
about  anything. 


Andrea:  What  do  you  mean  they  didn't  encourage 
you?  You  mean  they  didn't  push  you  toward  a  certain 
thing? 

Michael:  No,  I  mean  they  were  never  very  encourag¬ 
ing  when  I  was  doing  anything,  or  maybe  I  should  say 
they  weren't  very  supportive. 

Andrea:  Are  they  supportive  now? 

Michael:  As  supportive  as  you  would  expect  them  to 
be  about  a  book  that  keeps  talking  about  the  "hetero¬ 
sexual  dictatorship.” 

Andrea:  How  out  are  you  to  them? 

Michael:  Well,  they've  always  known  — 

Andrea:  Always ? 

Michael:  Well,  they  sent  me  to  see  a  psychologist 
when  I  was  12.  They  thought  I  was  a  homosexual 
because  I  was  reading  Nancy  Drew  books  —  but  she 
assured  them  I  was  not. 

Andrea:  How  about  now? 

Michael:  They  haven't  sent  me  to  see  a  psychologist 
for  20  years.  We’ve  just  gotten  around  to  saying  the 
word  "homosexual.” 

Andrea:  In  reference  to  you? 

Michael:  No.  Of  course  it's  implicitly  about  me,  but 
it's  never  directly  stated. 

Andrea:  If  your  parents  were  so  unsupportive  of 
everything  you  did,  what  do  you  think  got  you  to  the 
point  where  you  could  write  a  book? 

Michael:  I'm  convinced  a  large  part  of  it  is  the 
middle-class  assumption  that  you  should  do 
something  with  your  life  and  that  writing  a  book  is 
something  that  is  deemed  appropriate. 

Andrea:  Well,  there  are  a  lot  of  other  things  that  are 
deemed  more  appropriate  than  writing  a  gay  book  — 
like  becoming  a  doctor  or  a  lawyer  or  a  professor  —  at 
least  in  the  middle-class  I  grew  up  in. 

Michael:  Right,  those  are  appropriate,  too,  but  I 
think  my  ten  year  old  homosexual  fantasies  prompted 
me  to  fall  more  into  the  "creative  "  category. 

Andrea:  But  was  literature  important  at  all  in  your 
family? 

Michael:  Well,  I  can  remember  being  in  high  school 
and  reading  Joyce's  Ulysses  with  my  father. 

Andrea:  Well,  that  sounds  pretty  supportive.  What 
didn't  they  do? 

Michael:  They  just  aren't  very  supportive  people.  I 
suppose  they  feel  you  should  be  strong  enough  to  do  it 
yourself. 

Andrea:  Do  what?  Everything? 

Michael:  Yes. 

Andrea:  This  sounds  maybe  like  an  ethnic  difference 
between  us.  Jewish  immigrant  parents  certainly 
believe  in  pushing  and  encouraging  their  children, 
which  can  be  both  positive  and  negative  —  there  is 
something  to  be  said  for  being  left  alone  a  little. 

Michael:  I'm  not  sure  this  is  an  ethnic  difference, 
since  I  didn't  identify  with  any  ethnic  group  growing 
up.  We  were  religiously  Catholic,  but  I  think  my  cul¬ 
tural  self-definition  was  middle-class  and  American. 
So  are  you  saying  your  background  was  a  large  help  in 
enabling  you  to  write  later  in  life? 

Andrea:  Yes.  Some  of  my  very  earliest  memories  are 
of  being  read  to  by  my  mother,  memorizing  poems 
with  her.  My  own  early  poems  and  writing  were 
always  met  with  delight  and  encouragment  —  not 
usually  by  my  teachers,  but  always  by  my  mother.  But 
I  still  needed  the  women's  movement  and  my  ex¬ 
perience  of  coming  out  in  order  to  write  a  book. 

Michael:  I  think  the  same  is  true  for  me  —  that  a 
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political  identity  gave  me  a  way  to  think  about  things 
in  such  a  way  that  I  could  write  a  book,  and  actually, 
in  my  case,  gave  me  the  very  subject  the  book  is  about. 

Andrea:  It  feels  more  indirect  for  me.  Almost  all  the 
characters  in  my  book  are  lesbians,  but  it's  a  novel,  it's 
not  really  about  being  a  lesbian.  For  me,  coming  out 
didn't  give  me  a  political  identity  so  much  as  make  me 
feel:  If  I  could  do  this  one  thing  I'd  always  longed  to 
do,  but  assumed  I'd  have  to  keep  in  the  realm  of  fan¬ 
tasy,  then  maybe  I  could  do  other  things  I'd  always  as¬ 
sumed  I  couldn't  —  like  be  a  writer.  I'd  been  writing 
since  I  was  a  child,  but  I  called  myself  a  "Writer"  for 
the  first  time  right  after  I  came  out. 

Michael:  But  that  beginning  spark  came  from  your 
family  and  your  class  and  cultural  background. 

Andrea:  Yes,  but  in  my  family  there's  also  a  strong 
push  for  women  to  become  professionals  in  order  to 
survive  well  in  the  world  —  in  our  history  survival 
hasn't  been  something  you  assume.  So  the  "natural" 
path  for  me  would  have  been  to  become  a  professional 
woman  who  wrote  a  little  on  the  side,  just  as  I  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  been  a  married  woman  who  could  have 
intense  friendships  with  women  on  the  side.  When  I  : 
came  out,  it  was  especially  hard  for  my  mother  ! 
because  she  worked  so  hard  to  make  me  a  good 
American  girl  who  could  pass  —  and  it  seemed  to  her 
that  I  was  willfully  throwing  that  away.  I'm  still  strug¬ 
gling  with  the  first  one  —  balancing  my  identity  as  a 
writer  and  a  teacher. 

But  one  thing  that  bothers  me  is  that  in  this  society 
writers  are  so  mystified.  We're  taught  to  believe  it's 
magic  —  some  people  are  and  some  people  aren't  and 
that's  that.  So  I  want  to  know  about  some  of  the  con¬ 
crete  things  in  your  daily  life  —  people,  work,  rituals, 
sex  —  that  helped  you  to  do  this  book.  And  also  the 
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things  that  got  in  your  way. 

Michael:  Well,  clearly  not  having  a  full-time  job  is  a 
great  asset  in  being  able  to  just  have  the  time  to  write. 
I've  been  lucky  enough  to  be  able  to  work  part  time 
and  get  by  with  some  writing  and  editing  skills  — 
which  I  got  from  my  education. 

Andrea:  How  about  your  living  situation?  I  know 
I've  found  living  alone  both  necessary  for  my  writing 
and  lonely  at  times. 

Michael:  After  having  always  lived  with  roommates 
or  with  a  lover  for  the  past  six  years,  I  think  I  function 
better  with  home  companionship  than  without  it. 
What  I  lose  in  solitude  is  made  up  by  security.  But 
what's  even  more  important  for  me  is  being  connected 
(to  a  larger  community,  a  circle  of  friends  whom  I  ve 
not  only  relied  on,  but  who  have  actually  helped  me  to 
get  published. 

Andrea:  How  did  you  first  get  published? 

Michael:  Well,  I  first  started  writing  reviews  and 
criticism  because  I  was  living  with  Neil  Miller  who 
needed  copy  to  fill  up  space  in  GCN .  And  after  six  or 
seven  years  of  that,  Ellen  Herman  over  at  South  End 
Press  asked  me  several  times  if  I  wanted  to  work  on  a 
book  about  gay  culture. 

Andrea:  Several  times? 

Michael:  Yes,  it  took  two  letters  and  several  phone 
calls  before  I  even  decided  to  have  lunch  with  her. 

Andrea:  Why  were  you  so  hesitant? 

Andrea:  Even  though  I  had  been  writing  for  so  many 


years,  it  never  occurred  to  me  I  could  actually  write  a 
book  —  even  though  this  professional  publisher  was 
asking  me. 

Andrea:  Nobody  asked  me  to  write  a  book  —  in  fact 
This  Place  is  my  second  novel.  Like  my  first,  which  is 
now  in  a  drawer,  I  just  began  to  write  this  book  seven 
years  ago  without  thinking  about  publication.  I  didn't 
even  admit  to  myself  I  was  writing  a  novel  until  I  had 
over  200  pages.  It  was  in  the  later  stages  —  revision 
and  attempted  publication  —  that  friends  really 
helped. 

Michael:  But  what  was  it  in  your  actual  life  that 
allowed  you,  or  encouraged  you,  to  write,  and  even¬ 
tually  to  write  a  whole  novel? 

Andrea:  Well,  This  Place  is  set  in  a  women's  prison 
and  I  was  working  at  Framingham  Prison  at  the  time. 
My  contact  with  the  women  there  was  very  important. 
When  I  first  began  to  write  the  novel,  I  was  at  a  quite 
isolated  and  lonely  time  in  my  life,  and  the  relation¬ 
ships  I  had  with  the  women  in  the  prison,  my  life 
there,  was  the  most  real  thing. 

I've  always  taught,  and  the  nurturance  and  support  I 
get  from  this  definitely  helps  me  write.  At  other  times 
being  in  love  inspires  me.  I  guess  a  combination  of  a 
certain  amount  of  security  and  structure  and  enough 
separateness  is  ideal  for  me.  But  I'm  talking  now  about 
the  process  of  writing  a  first  draft.  I've  learned  that 
making  that  first  draft  into  a  book  is  a  whole  other  pro¬ 
cess. 

Michael:  What  was  that? 

Andrea:  As  far  as  publishing  went,  I  had  several  false 
starts:  an  unenthused  agent  who  told  me  the  book  was 
rejected  by  17  houses,  and  a  deal  with  a  beginning  press 
that  never  got  off  the  ground.  I  did  have  an  early 
editor,  Simone  Reagor,  who  worked  with  me  in  revis¬ 
ing  the  book.  Then  Kate  Dunn,  who'd  seen  an  early 
version  of  the  book  and  kept  encouraging  me  to  pub¬ 
lish,  worked  with  me  very  closely  on  what  became  the 
final  version.  She  was  eventually  responsible  for  the 
book's  acceptance  by  and  publication  at  Routledge. 

Sometimes  I  miss  the  freedom  I  had  working  on  that 
first  draft,  before  I'd  even  thought  about  publication.  I 
certainly  don't  feel  that  now  when  I  sit  down  to  write, 
and  I  guess  I  never  will  again. 

Michael:  I  think  one  thing  that  is  true  for  both  of  us  is 
that  we  depend  to  a  certain  extent  upon  community  — 
in  many  aspects. 

Andrea:  I  find  being  part  of  the  politically  active  les¬ 
bian  community  in  Boston  is  really  helpful  —  but  it 
sometimes  gets  in  my  way. 

Michael:  How  do  you  mean? 

Andrea:  I  think  it  gives  me  certain  pressures  and  con¬ 
straints.  For  instance,  when  I  began  to  write  in  the 
voice  of  one  character  who  is  black,  I  was  very  con¬ 
scious  that  this  was  something  which  might  not  be  ap¬ 
proved  of  by  "my  community."  Also,  I  find  neglect  or 
rejection  from  my  own  community  much  harder  to 
take  and  more  wounding  than  the  same  thing  or  worse 
from  the  outside  world,  from  which  I  don't  expect  that 
much  anyway. 

For  instance,  the  other  day  I  went  on  a  talk  show  on 
WRKO  radio  and  dealt  quite  happily  with  a  homo- 
phobic  talk  show  host  and  very  hostile  callers.  But 
when  GCN  was  less  than  enthusiastic  about  printing 
this  interview  when  I  proposed  it,  it  hurt  me  a  lot 
more.  On  the  other  hand,  it's  hard  to  even  imagine 
writing  without  the  long-term  support  from  friends  in 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community  who  have  come  to  my 
readings  and  continue  to  support  and  encourage  me 
over  the  years. 

Michael:  I  think  my  being  in  this  community  for 
almost  20  years  has  literally  made  it  possible  for  me  to 
write  this  book.  Observing,  interacting,  sleeping  with 
and  hanging  out  with  gay  men  —  and  lesbians  and  the 
larger  political  community  —  has  allowed  me  to 
understand  and  write  about  the  effect  that  gay  men 
have  upon  the  mainstream  and  how  that  culture  af¬ 
fects  gay  people.  It's  hard  to  separate  myself  from  that 
community. 

Andrea:  Have  you  ever  experienced  "the  communi¬ 
ty"  as  a  negative  thing? 


Michael:  Not  really.  But  when  I  spoke  about  commu¬ 
nity  I  meant  the  men  I  know  in  the  bars  and  the  Fen¬ 
way  as  much  as  the  people  you  see  at  meetings  and  at 
GCN.  In  fact,  I  think  I  mean  them  more  than  what  is 
commonly  called  the  "political  community." 

Andrea:  But  I  remember  when  you  were  writing  the 
porn  chapter  and  some  of  the  other  more  controversial 
parts  of  your  book,  you  seemed  quite  worried  about 
people's  reactions. 

Michael:  You're  right,  to  some  degree.  The  disap¬ 
proval  I  was  feeling  was  coming  from  the  political 
community.  I  think  my  observations  —  especially 
about  sex  and  pornography  —  come  from  knowing 
that  other,  social  community.  That  is  the  real  ex¬ 
perience  —  not  the  political  theory.  And  part  of  my 
task  in  writing  was  to  reconcile  those  two  aspects  of 
myself. 

Andrea:  This  makes  me  think  hard  about  what  we 
are  both  calling  "the  political  community"  —  and  its 
restraints.  The  truth  is  I'm  not  worried  about  what  im¬ 
prisoned  women  —  including  third  world  women  and 
lesbians  —  will  think  of  This  Place.  I  actually  have  a  lot 
of  confidence  that  they'll  welcome  the  book,  find  it 
true  to  their  experience.  It’s  what  the  "political" 
women  will  think  about  what  I  say  about  these 
black/lesbian/imprisoned  women  that  worries  me. 

Michael:  What  exactly  do  you  think  they  will  object 
to? 

Andrea:  As  I  said  before,  I  think  there's  a  feeling  that 
a  white  woman  shouldn't  be  writing  in  a  black 
woman's  voice,  that  a  middle-class  woman  shouldn't 
be  writing  in  the  voice  of  a  working-class  woman. 
Maybe  that  women  in  prison  and  lesbians  in  general  in 
This  Place  don't  come  out  very  revolutionary  or  heroic 
will  be  criticized.  Possibly  some  criticism  because  the 
main  Jewish  character  is  all  too  human. 

Michael:  I  think  several  times  in  my  book  I've  taken 
positions  to  be  provocative. 

Andrea:  You  mean  just  to  be  provocative?  You 
didn't  really  believe  them? 

Michael:  No,  I  believed  them.  It  was  more  the  word¬ 
ing  or  the  tone  that  was  meant  to  incite  or  to  provoke 
the  reader  to  think  further  than  they  may  have. 

Andrea:  But  I  think  there  are  some  actual  issues  in 
your  book  which  may  provoke  controversy  —  your 
championing  of  pornography,  your  condemnation  of 
gay  politics  within  the  system,  and  your  assertion  that 
gay  people  are  obsessed  with  sex  and  that  that's  in 
their  favor.  I  loved  that  last  point  myself.  But  I’m  sure 
there  are  people  who  won't. 

Michael:  I  think  that  everything  in  my  book  is 
reasonable,  well  thought  out,  and  right.  Anyone  who 
doesn't  agree  with  me  is  wrong  and  self-deceived. 

Andrea:  Do  I  detect  a  note  of  defensiveness? 

Michael:  No. 

Andrea:  NO? 

Michael:  Everyone  has  opinions,  and  if  I  didn't 
believe  my  own  then  I  wouldn't  have  written  the 
book.  \ 

Andrea:  Is  it  scary,  now  that  it's  a  reality  and  people 
are  going  to  read  it? 

Michael:  A  little.  But  I  suppose  if  people  hate  it,  they 
have  at  least  read  it. 

Andrea:  That's  my  main  fear  too.  I  do  feel  vulnerable 
right  now  as  I  wait  for  the  book  to  be  available.  But  my 
worst  fear  is  that  no  one  will  read  it. 

Michael:  What  does  the  publication  of  This  Place, 
and  everything  that  goes  along  with  it,  have  to  do  with 
your  identity  as  a  writer? 

Andrea:  I  don't  know  yet.  I  haven't  been  able  to 
write  lately,  and  I  always  feel  like  a  fake  saying  I'm  a 
writer  unless  I'm  writing  at  the  moment.  But  I  guess 
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A  Candid  Portrait  of  Choosing  Children 


By  Ellen  Grabiner 

As  a  lesbian  in  the  sixth  month 
of  my  first  pregnancy,  I  felt 
warmed,  supported  and  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  film  Choosing 
Children,  by  Debra  Chasnoff  and 
Kim  Klausner.  I  remembered  my 
frustrating  search  for  articles, 
books,  anything  about  lesbians 
choosing  to  have  children  as  I 
began  my  process  of  alternative 
fertilization  (artificial  insemina¬ 
tion).  The  richness  and  diversity  of 
the  families  in  Choosing  Children 
offers  much  to  a  lesbian  in  that 
same  position  today. 

Chasnoff  and  Klausner  de¬ 
scribed  one  of  their  main  goals  in 
making  this  film  as  providing  “in¬ 
formation  and  role  models  for  les¬ 
bians  who  are  considering  parent¬ 
ing,  for  those  who  never  thought  it 
was  a  possibility  and  of  course  for 
those  who  have  already  made  the 
decision  to  be  mothers.”  They 
have  succeeded  admirably.  They 
began  with  hundreds  of  returned 
questionnaires,  interviewed  60 
“families,”  and  ended  up  with  six 
situations  in  which  lesbians  of  dif¬ 
ferent  ethnic,  racial  and  economic 
backgrounds  decided  to  raise 
children  and  are  now  doing  so. 
The  families  in  the. film  include 
three  lesbian  couples,  a  lesbian 
and  gay  man  co-parenting,  a 
group  of  five  lesbians,  and  a  single 
lesbian  mother.  Some  of  the 
children  were  conceived  through 
alternative  fertilization,  with  both 
known  and  unknown  sperm 
donors,  one  was  adopted  and 
some  were  conceived  in  what 
Margarita,  one  of  the  mothers  in 
the  film,  referred  to  as  “the  old- 
fashioned  way,”  sleeping  with  a 
man. 

The  film  does  not  focus  on  the 
process  of  deciding  to  have 
children  as  much  as  it  presents  the 


viewer  with  women  sharing  how 
they  went  about  getting  pregnant 
and  arranging  parenting  situa¬ 
tions,  once  they  had  already  de¬ 
cided. 

For  example,  one  of  the  most 
visually  powerful  passages  in  the 
film  is  the  scene  of  Margarita,  very 
pregnant,  in  her  lavender  materni¬ 
ty  dress  in  bed  with  her  lover,  Lee. 
In  this  scene  Margarita  describes 
her  joy  and  relief  when  she  realized 
she  could  both  be  a  lesbian  and 
fulfill  her  lifelong  desire  to  have 
children.  Jan,  a  Seattle  lesbian,  re¬ 
counts  her  search  for  a  gay  donor 
and  father  for  her  child.  Julia, 
who  lives  in  Cambridge  with  her 
lover  and  their  three  children, 
comically  tells  how  she  set  the 
scene  for  the  seduction  that 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  her 
daughter,  Margo.  Jan  and  Maidi, 
a  lesbian  couple,  do  a  very  funny 
routine  illuminating  the  simplicity 
of  the  alternative  fertilization  pro¬ 
cess  and  even  go  so  far  as  to 
recommend  the  most  suitable 
receptacles  for  the  semen: 
marinated  artichoke  heart  jars. 
(My  midwife  brought  the  semen  in 
a  Grey  Poupon  mustard  jar.) 

The  film  offers  much  specific  in¬ 
formation,  particularly  with 
regard  to  the  legal  issues  surround¬ 
ing  custody,  the  rights  of  the  non- 
biological  mother  and  the  donor, 
and  the  need  for  contracts,  wills 
and  power  of  attorney  agreements 
which  are  designed  to  facilitate  a 
non-biological  parent’s  ability  to 
function  as  a  “legal”  parent. 
While  the  initial  focus  of  the  film 
was  the  decision  to  have  children, 
it  quickly  becomes  apparent  that 
after  the  choice  is  made,  the  long¬ 
term  issue  becomes  raising  the 
child. 

What  the  film  makes  abundant- 
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HAIR  SKIN  NAILS 

MEN  AND  WOMEN 

AVANTGARDE  NEWWAVE  TRADITIONAL 
Goy  operated  WAXING  MAKE  UP  PERMS  C010RS 

Doug  &  Joy  Minutes  from  Rt.  128  &  Moss  Pike  . 


It's  Not  Easy  To  Be  A  Parent 


when  you're  considering  coming  out  to  your 
kiefs. .  .when  your  lover  is  jealous. .  .when  your 
'ex'  can't  cope  with  your  lifestyle. .  .when  you 
don't  know  other  gay  parents. 

Help  is  available. 


MERRIMACK  VALLEY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
211  Broadway 

Methuen,  MA  01844  tel.  687-4383 
offices  in  Methuen  and  Boston 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
HEALTH  CENTER 

affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women's  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine  •  Pediatrics 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology  •  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Podiatry  •  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 

Evening  hours,  convenient  to  public  trans. 

Sliding  scale  available,  all  health  insur.  accepted. 
Spanish  spoken. 

687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain  —  522-5900 


Dr.  Jonathan  I).  Stein 
(Jiiropraetor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Rochelle,  a  single  mother  in  Brooklyn  with  her  children 
Wasoni  and  El  Horin  from  “Choosing  Children.” 


ly  clear  is  that  we  are  just  begin¬ 
ning  to  grasp  the  impact  of  les¬ 
bians  choosing  children  and  the 
resulting  complexity  of  the  issues 
surrounding  these  alternative 
families.  The  five  lesbians  who 
parent  and  care  for  four-year-old 
Annie  say  she  is  seen  in  the  lesbian 
community  as  confident,  asser¬ 
tive,  independent  and  active.  They 
wonder  if  a  four-year-old  boy 
whose  behavior  was  similar  would 
be  labeled  macho  or  aggressive. 
Julia,  a  black  woman,  and  her 
lover  Cheryl,  a  white  woman, 
share  their  experiences  with  the 
school  system  and  social  service 
bureaucracy  and  how  they  dealt 
with  the  racism  and  homophobia 
they  encountered  when  they 
presented  themselves  as  the 
parents  of  their  adopted  daughter, 
Maria.  A  poignant  interview  with 
six-year-old  El  Horin  begins  to 


touch  upon  the  question  of  what 
happens  to  the  children  of  a  les¬ 
bian  couple  should  they  break  up. 
The  film  raises  questions  that  will 
merit  scrutiny  in  the  near  future, 
such  as:  What  impact  does  having 
a  child  have  on  the  lesbian  couple 
that  manages  to  stay  together? 
How  does  that  couple  deal  with  the 
inequalities  inherent  in  one 
biological  parent  and  one  co- 
parent  raising  a  child?  How  do 
their  relationships  with  each  other 
and  with  their  community  change 
as  they  become  parents?  And  how 
will  lesbians  who  choose  not  to 
have  children  relate  to  the  shift  in 
their  communities  as  they  adjust  to 
include  the  needs  of  more  mothers 
and  children? 

I  found  that  Choosing  Children 
had  much  in  common  with  the  on¬ 
ly  other  film  I  had  ever  seen  about 
lesbians  and  children.  In  The  Best 


Interests  of  the  Children,  a  film 
about  lesbian  mothers’  custody 
issues.  That  film  portrayed  lesbian 
mothers  who  had  been  married, 
had  children  and  then  came  out  — 
as  opposed  to  lesbians  who  already 
were  living  a  lesbian  lifestyle  when 
they  decided  to  have  children.  The 
films  are  structured  similarly. 
They  both  had  chosen  several  dif¬ 
ferent  families  to  interview  and  film 
in  their  homes,  at  work,  with  the 
children  and  without,  and  inter¬ 
spersed  these  interviews  with  legal 
or  social  service  representatives. 
What  makes  both  of  these  films  so 
alive  is  the  warmth,  articulateness 
and  candor  of  the  participants. 

In  Choosing  Children  one 
literally  feels  as  if  one  were  enter¬ 
ing  the  lives  of  these  parents  and 
feels  welcomed  as  they  share  their 
experiences  with  us  openly  and 
generously.  Technically,  this  ef¬ 
fect  is  enhanced  by  the  straight¬ 
forward  camera  work.  Although 
my  personal  preference  is  towards 
a  richer  visual  image,  the  film¬ 
makers  avoided  creating  a  distance 
between  the  viewer  and  the  lesbian 
mothers  by  employing  a  con¬ 
sistently  “documentary”  ap¬ 
proach  to  framing  their  subjects. 
Given  that  this  is  Chasnoff  and 
Klausner’s  first  film  together,  I 
was  particularly  impressed  with 
the  editing.  The  film  was  paced 
well  and  transitions  were  clean, 
making  visual  as  well  as  contextual 
sense. 

The  long-awaited  release  of 
Choosing  Children  leaves  me  feel¬ 
ing  both  satisfied  that  a  real  and 
pressing  need  is  being  met  and 
wanting  more:  more  information, 
more  films  as  finely  done  as  this 
one,  more  articles  and  more 
books.  I  am  grateful  to  Klausner 
and  Chasnoff  for  their  important 
contribution  to  the  pertinent  and 
enormous  task  of  documenting  the 
powerful  changes  our  choices  are 
effecting.  And  I  wonder  if  I  could 
borrow  a  copy  of  the  film  to  send 
to  my  lover’s  mother?! 

“Choosing  Children’’  will 
premiere  in  Boston  on  Saturday,  , 
Dec.  8  at  Morse  Auditorium,  Bos¬ 
ton  University,  602  Common¬ 
wealth  Ave.,  Boston,  at  8pm, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Boston 
Film /Video  Foundation.  Tickets 
are  $5  in  advance  and  $6  at  the 
door. 


healthy  teeth  . . . 

they’re  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 


Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


Gay? 

Lesbian? 

Considering  Counseling? 

Seeking  New  Kinds  of  Relationships? 


—  542-5188  — 

Weekdays  10  A.M.  •  9  P.M. 
Confidential  Services 
Convenient  Downtown  Location 


Three  groups  are  now  forming  at  the  Qay  and  Laablan  Counseling  Services  (QLCSjc 

Coming  Out  Group  for  Men  —  A  support  group  for  men  to  deal  with  issues  of 

Isolation  and  self  esteem. 

Please  call  Ron  Woznlak,  M.Ed.  at  GLCS  for  more  Information. 

Coming  Out  Group  for  Women  —  An  opportunity  for  women  to  receive  and 
provide  support  around  their  emerging  sexuality. 

Please  call  Terl  Freeman,  M.Ed.  at  GLCS  for  more  Information. 

General  Issues  Group  for  Men  —  Ah  ongoing  group  with  openings  for  new 
members,  providing  a  place  to  explore  relationship  Issues  of  concern  to  gay  men. 
Please  call  Ron  Woznlak,  M.Ed.  at  GLCS  for  more  Information. 

GLCS  Is  a  licensed  mental  health  clinic  which  has  been  serving 
the  community  since  1971. 
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QLCS  It  a  non-profit  corporation  inauranca  dolma  Iliad  under  CSI 


Gay  Community  News,  December  8,  1984  •  Page  11 


S/M  Pix 

Continued from  page  6 

news  that  sexual  pleasure  and 
physical  pain  often  go  together  is 
hardly  fresh.  Chester  seems  to 
overestimate  the  power  and  in¬ 
terest  inherent  in  the  image  of  a 
hard  cock,  when  it’s  divorced 
from  human  hopes,  fears  and 
desires.  These  photos  are  icons,  all 
right,  but  of  what? 

I  found  more  opportunities  in 
Chester’s  later  work  to  connect, 
identify  and  ponder.  The  images 
still  project  sadness  and  isolation, 
but  the  expanded  access  to  facial 
and  physical  expressiveness,  and 
to  varied  environments,  produces 
some  memorable  images.  His 
ability  to  capture  the  right  moment 
in  a  real-life  situation  also  makes 
him  an  excellent  theater  photog¬ 
rapher. 

2. 

The  Metamorphosis,  a  perform¬ 
ance  piece  by  Mark  l<  Chester  and 
Bill,  Sept.  29,  1984,  at  the  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Community  Services 
Center,  New  York,  N.Y. 

Chester  and  another  man  carry 
in  a  figure  totally  encased  and 
bound  in  cloth,  and  place  it 
upright  on  the  platform.  After  a 
few  words  of  introduction, 
Chester  cuts  the  bonds.  He  takes 
his  post  at  a  slide  projector  part 
way  back  in  the  hall,  from  which 
he  will  show  slides  —  first  on  the 
figure,  then  on  a  screen  to  one  side 
—  and  read  from  a  script  into  a 
microphone.  The  words  concern 
the  problems  of  maintaining  his 
“long-distance  relationship”  with 
Bill  Browning  (the  figure);  he  also 
reads  portions  of  Browning’s  let¬ 
ters  to  him.  The  slides  often  show 
the  original  letters  from  which 
Chester  is  quoting  (sometimes  as 
part  of  collages)  and  many  solo 


shots  of  Browning,  including  an 
extended  sequence  of  a  rubber 
porno  shoot  which  Browning 
describes  in  one  of  his  letters. 

Meanwhile,  Browning  emerges 
naked  from  his  cocoon  and  starts 
to  dress,  slowly  and  methodically, 
in  an  intricate  urban  armor  of 
metal  and  leather.  He  pauses  to 
smoke  a  cigarette  and  drink  beer. 
Jungle  music  comes  from  a  por¬ 
table  cassette  recorder.  One  com¬ 
ment  aside  —  “I’ve  never  gotten 
dressed  in  front  of  so  many  people 
before”  —  Browning  remains 
silent  throughout  the  piece. 

At  the  end,  Chester  joins  the 
fully-clothed  Browning  on  stage, 
and  they  go  out  together,  Chester’s 
arm  over  Browning’s  shoulder. 

For  me,  the  most  striking 
moments  are  the  first:  Browning 
being  carried  on,  a  series  a  vividly 
colored  slides  projected  on  his 
covered  body.  During  the  rest,  I 
find  myself  becoming  dissatisfied 
and  a  bit  bored.  This  has  little  to 
do  with  a  lack  of  fancy  effects  — 
Chester  has  apologized  before¬ 
hand  for  the  limited  means 
available  —  and  a  lot  to  do  with 
structural  vagueness  and  a  slow, 
unvaried  pace. 

But  what  really  disappoints  is 
that  the  one  thing  the  piece  doesn  7 
do  for  me  is  its  stated  aim:  to  share 
some  of  Chester’s  energy  of  his 
relationship  with  Browning. 
What’s  at  stake  between  them 
simply  isn’t  conveyed,  despite  the 
descriptions  in  Browning’s  letters 
of  erotic  desire  and  experience,  as 
he  plunges  into  the  urban  sexual 
jungle:  “I  would  never  have  been 
thought  of  as  a  good  little  boy 

Continued  on  next  page 
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TO  KEY  WEST  BUSINESS 
GUILD,  P.0.  BOX  4640-X,  KEY 
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If  you  prefer,  call  any  of 
us  direct.  Please  indicate 
that  you  saw  this  ad.  All 
area  codes  are  305. 


Alexander’s  -  294-9919 
Club  Key  West  -  294-5239 
Coconut  Grove  -  296-5107 
Colours  -  Key  west  -  294-6977 
Cypress  House  -  294-6969 
Heron  House  -  294-9227 
island  House  -  294-6284 
Lime  House  -  296-2978 
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The  Pines  Key  west  -  296-7467 
Sea  isle  Guesthouse  -  294-5188 


Please  send  me  free  brochures. 


GREENHOPE  FARM 

WALDEN,  VERMONT 


ALL-WOMAN  SPACE  in 
VERMONT’S  MTNS!! 

•  x-country  ski  from  our  door  or 
on  groomed  trails  nearby. 

•  Downhill  skiing  at  Stowe.  Vt  — 
best  skiing  on  the  East  Coast. 

•  Enjoy  Mtn.  views  from  every 
room. 

•  Relax  in  an  informal,  rustic 
space  by  our  fire. 

•  Indulge  in  veg.  gourmet  meals 
serviced  family  style. 

RESERVE  SPACE  EARLY! 

(802)  533-7772 


New  Knights  Press  gav  books: 

T  he  Alexandrian  Drachma 

In  Don  Harrison 


A  Man  of  Taste 

by  Clayton  R.  Graham 

The  Symposium: 

An  Entertainment 
by  Geoffrey  R.  Simm 

The  Baggy- Kneed 
Camel  Blues 

by  Daniel  MeVay 
Ask  for  them  at  your 
favorite  bookstore. 

Knights  Press, 

P.O.  Box  454 

Pound  Ridge,  NY  10576 

$6.95/book  plus  $  I  per  order. 


STANHOPE 

—  F  R AM  E  R  S  — 

Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 

Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica®  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  Aluminum  Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 
Round  Corner  Frames  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 

Gold  Leaf  and  Silver  Leaf  Frames 

Personal  attention  and  service 
to  individuals ,  artists  and  galleries 
for  over  ten  years. 

Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 


Please  visit  both  our  locations 

41 1  Marlborough  Street  269  Somerville  Avenue 

At  Massachusetts  Avenue  In  Union  Square 

Boston,  Massachusetts  021 15  Somerville,  Massachusetts  02143 
262-0787  666-2000 
MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 


From  Walt  Whitman  to  Boy 
George,  Michael  Bronski  traces 
the  history  of  the  gay  male  sensi¬ 
bility.  Culture  Clash  explores  every¬ 
thing  from  drag  shows  to  opera  to 
pornography.  There  has  been  a  signifi¬ 
cant  cultural  confrontation  between  gay 
liberation  and  the  “heterosexual  dictator¬ 
ship."  Each  has  permanently  changed  the 
other.  Culture  Clash  explores  the  dynamics 
between  gay  liberation  and  homophobia,  change 
and  backlash,  and  reveals  the  radicalism  of  the 
challenge  that  gay  men  and  lesbians,  as  cultural  adven¬ 
turers,  have  offered  to  American  society. 


CULTURE  CLASH  is  available  at  book¬ 
stores  or  from: 

SOUTH  END  PRESS 
302  Columbus  Avenue, 

Boston,  MA  02116. 

Please  add  $1.50  postage  and  handling 
for  the  first  book,  25C  for  each  additional 
book. 

$9.00  (paper),  $20.00  (cloth) 

250  pp.,  illustrated,  bibliography. 


ALSO  FROM  SOUTH  END  PRESS: 

Loving  in  the  War  Years  by  Cherrfe  Moraga  is  an  exploration  of 
the  political  and  personal  meaning  of  being  both  a  Chicana  and  a 
lesbian  in  the  U.S.  today.  Stories,  essays,  and  poems  eloquently 
address  the  crucial  relationship  of  race,  culture,  gender  and 
sexuality. 

$7.00  (paper),  $20.00  (cloth) 

150  pp. 
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FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
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Wed.  6-8  pm  Walk-In  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 

Wednesday  Evenings  —  Gay  Men's  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Night 
By  Appointment  Only  —  as  of  Oct.  1 ,  1 983 


Specialties  Include 

•  Internal  medicine,  infectious  disease,  dermatology,  hematology,  oncology,  minor 
surgery,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  psychia¬ 
try,  infertility,  gynecology,  family  planning 


*  24  Hour  Emergency  On  Call  Service 


*  Open  to  all  regardless  of  residence 


*  Reasonable  fees;  Insurance  and  VISA/MasterCard  accepted 

13  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 
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COLLINS,  C.L.U. 
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•  Personal  Instruction  •  Gay 
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GIFT  CERTIFICATES  TOO! 


1355-A  Washington  St. 
Suite  108 
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15%  OFF 
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451-3514 

when  you  join 
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Active,  Goal-oriented 

Therapy  for  Anxiety 

Serving  the  community  since  1976 

For  individuals  with  anxieties  over  AIDS-related  life-style 
changes,  other  fears,  or  problems  with  shyness  or  coming 
out,  we  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy  and  en¬ 
courage  them  to  evaluate  their  own  progress  toward  very 
specific  goals.  Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists, 
social  workers,  and  psychiatrists.  For  information  call 
262-9116. 


Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted 

^  Specializing  in  short-term, 

4  problem-focused  therapy 

45  Newbury  Street,  Boston 
QOOOCIOTGo  Near  the  Arlington  Street  MBTA 
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Continued  from  previous  page 
again.”  Even  the  promising  set¬ 
up,  with  Chester  in  total  control  of 
text  and  image,  isn’t  used  to  create 
any  energy  or  tension  between  the 
performers.  I’m  not  asking  for 
conventional  theatrical  form,  but 
just  a  little  more  thought, 
discipline  and  awareness  of  possi¬ 
ble  relationships  between  per¬ 
formers,  material  and  onlookers. 
Limited  means  call  for  ingenious 
solutions. 

Finally,  two  bothersome  points: 

First,  a  letter  from  Browning’s 
highly  religious  mother,  hoping 
that  her  son  will  one  day  return 
home  and  become  what  she  wants 
him  to  be.  In  itself,  this  is  one  of 
the  most  interesting  pieces  of  text. 
But  when  Chester  finishes  reading 
it,  instead  of  letting  us  draw  our 
own  conclusions,  he  repeats  the 
last  phrase  sarcastically.  Suddenly 


I  wonder:  what’s  going  on?  Why 
does  Chester  have  his  knife  out  for 
this  woman?  However  far  re¬ 
moved  her  needs  and  fantasies 
may  be  from  her  son’s,  the  com- 
plicitous  tone  of  condescension  is 
cheap  and  unpleasant. 

Second,  the  whole  masculinist 
mystique  of  the  piece,  which 
equates  the  passage  from  boyhood 
to  manhood  with  submersion  in 
extreme  erotic  sensation,  ritu¬ 
alized  clothing  and  aggressive  im¬ 
agery.  Have  I  just  had  too  much  of 
phallocentric  America  recently  to 
accept  this,  especially  in  the 
absence  of  any  really  strong  repre¬ 
sentations  of  warmth,  trust, 
respect,  support  and  caring  be¬ 
tween  men?  (Browning’s  letters 
suggest  great  uncertainties  and 
periods  of  exhaustion  and  depres¬ 
sion  —  is  this  what  becoming  a 


COUNSELING  AND 


876-4488 

OFFERING 


VCUS- 


CONSULTATION,  INC. 


INMAN  SQUARE.  CAMBRIDGE 

individual,  couple  and  family 
therapy  for  women  and  men 

supervision  for 

mental  health  professionals 

consultation  to  organizations 
insurance  accepted 


Providing  service  to  the  women's  community  &  the  greater  Boston  area  since  1973 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 


John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund, 
Janice  Platner,  Lynda  Brack 


•  Criminal  Defense 

•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Discrimination 

•  Probate  of  Estates 


•  Estate  Planning 

•  Business  Representation 

•  Relationship  Agreements 

•  Civil  Litigation 

•  General  Practice  of  Law 


483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  11  •  Boston,  MA  02115 

617-266-0760 


10%  OFF  WITH  THIS  AD—g 

Printing  131 

(formerly  Copy  Cellar) 

Printing 
Copying 
Typesetting 

Open  Evenings  and  Saturdays 
Mon.-Fri.  9-8,  Sat.  11-4 
(617)  723-5130 
131  Charles  Street,  Boston 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

DR.  JOHN  C.  BARNA 
D.M.D.  4 

739  BOYLSTON  STREET 
SUITE  400 
BOSTON  MA  02116 

APPOINTMENT  617-353-1500 


man  means?)  Despite  its  conscious 
taboo-breaking,  much  of 
Chester’s  iconography  is  very 
familiar  territory:  cock-worship, 
lack  of  warm  affect,  and  submerged, 
unexamined  anger.  These  we  see 
all  around  us;  in  this  difficult  time, 
I  want  and  need  something  more, 
for  myself  and  for  those  I  love, 
than  to  enroll  for  new  courses  in 
the  School  of  Hard  Cocks. 

Mark  I.  Chester,  iconographer, 
P.O.  Box  42501,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94101,  (415)  621-6294. 


Writers  Talk 

Continued from  page  9 
it’s  made  a  tenuous  identity  less 
tenuous.  Writing  is  certainly  what 
I  believe  in  doing  more  than  any¬ 
thing  else.  What  about  you? 

Michael:  I’m  not  sure  I  have  an 
identity  as  a  writer.  It  just  feels  like 
something  I  do.  My  identity  is 
more  as  a  sexual  person,  not  as  a 
writer.  What  you  said  before 
sounds  sort  of  downbeat.  Don’t 
you  have  fantasies  about  the 
publication  of  your  book? 

Andrea:  That  I  become  famous 
and  write  five  more  novels  and 
that  everybody  loves  me.  And 
you? 

Michael:  I  guess  I’d  like  people  to 
read  my  book  and  then  want  to 
have  sex  with  me. 


Dear  Valiant/Dart  owner, 

Congralulations  on  owning  the 
best  Detroit  ever  built  But  as  you 
know,  even  the  best  needs  care 
occasionally  At  our  garage  we 
can  do  any  mechanical  or  body 
work  your  car  requires  We  have 
most  ol  the  parts  that  tend  to  need 
replacement  in  stock 

We  also  repair  and  maintain 
other  makes  of  American  and 

foreign  cars. 

Come  in  (8am  6pm)  or  call  tor 
advice  and  an  estimate. 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  St. 
267-0300 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores,  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels',  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc  .  etc  .  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too! ) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3.50;  includes 

Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  S3.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas. 
N  &  S  Carolina.  Florida,  Georgia.  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Louisiana,  Mississippi.  Missouri.  Newt 
Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee. 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut. 
Delaware.  District  ot  Columbia,  Maine.  Maryland. 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire,  Ohio.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Rhode  Island.  Vermont,  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  for  men 

$20;  The  rest  ot  the  world,  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada,  men's  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY.  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  tor  further 
intormahon.  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  for 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad 
Day  Books,  648A  Yonge  St. .  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Allegra  Productions  proudly  presents 

Toshi  Reagon  and  the  Agitones 

Return  engagement:  Rock/wave  band  from  Washington,  D.C. 


Cosponsored  by  W.I.T. 
(Women  In  Theatre) 

A  fundraiser  for 
the  Boston  Women's 
Theatre  Festival 


Friday,  December  7,  1984  8:00  PM 

7  Temple  St..  Central  Square.  Cambridge 
$6.50  at  the  door 


For  more  information  call  (617)  547-1378 


Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 

How  well  the  poor  fool  advertises 
the  very  thing  he  most  despises 
and  scorns  the  folks  who  are  his  bet¬ 
ters. 

He'll  never  win  a  prize  for  letters. 

But  the  eagle  truly  wing  ed  soars 
barred  not  by  windows  nor  by  doors 
and  scapes  above  the  common  lot 
untroubled  by  anything  he's  not. 

He's  been  he's  lived  he's  cared  he's 
done 

and  the  clear,  bright  air  he's  fairly 
won. 

Adieu  good  friend,  good  friend  most 
dear 

Thank  you  for  all  your  love  left  herev 
Mousie  and  I  shall  miss  and  treasure 
the  you  we  knew  who  gave  full 
measure. 

And  Mouse,  to  you  I  offer  thanks 
To  the  sweetest  of  sweets  from  the 
crank  of  cranks. 

All  my  love.  Porcupuine. 

- _ (21) 

GF  looking  for  kindred  spirit,  acoustic 
guitarists  to  join  me  playing  folk  songs 
+  space  jams  PO  Box  978  Jamaica 
Plain.  MA  02130. _ (21) 

LF  seeks  job  in  supportive  environ¬ 
ment.  I  have  varied  skills:  sec  y,  crisis 
counseling,  worked  w/spec  needs  kids, 
light  bookkeeping,  office  mgr.  anima- 
tion  cell  painter.  625-1577. _ (21) 

Lesbian  mom  of  7yr  old  girl  seeks  same 
for  childcare  swaps  and  companion¬ 
ship  for  our  daughters.  Call  625-1577 
evenings. _ (21) 

cdTi  ARRI ETN  Y  C 

I  enjoyed  being  cellmates.  Did  I  scare 
you  away?  Let  me  know.  Cathy  in 
Boston. _ (21) 

LF  Iking  for  friend?  Companion?  Lover? 
Enjy  theater  dining  out  athletic  pursuits 
laughter.  Seeking:  mature  prof  non- 
smking  woman  30-45  (or  so)  from  Bostn 
to  Central  MA  and  anywhere  inbtwn  (via 
Rt  2  or  there  abouts)  Othr  intrst  incld: 
Amer  Sign  Lang  women's  music  educ. 
Not  looking  to  go  too  fast  too  soon.  So 
lets  get  together,  dinner?  Dancing?  I 
may  be  the  woman  you're  looking  for. 
Do  write.  GCN  Box  83. _ (22) 

MASTECTOMY  LESBIAN 

Support  group  now  forming.  Call  Gena 
at  566-1873. _ (20) 
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FREE*  HOT  TALK 

212-976-3737 

12-2am  ONLY  NO  GIMMICKS 
( *  It's  only  a  .21  Toll  Call) 
_ (21) 

INSTRUMENTS  OF  PEACE 

Join  a  campaign  to  send  100  musical 
instruments  and  1000  sets  of  guitar  str¬ 
ings  to  the  Centers  for  Popular  Culture 
in  Nicaragua.  To  donate  and  instru¬ 
ment,  money  or  your  time,  call 
(617)738-9719  or  491-5816  or  write  us  at 
Arts  for  a  New  Nicaragua,  439 
Washington  St,  #4,  Brookline,  MA 
02146. (Co-sponsored  by  the  National 
Lawyer's  Guild) _  (c) 

White  male  44  seeks  companion  white 
discreet  clean  virile  refined  male  over 
60  only  write  Boxholder.  Box  1036  Glen 
Allen.  VA  23060. _ ~ _ (22) 

SOM'L/MEDFORD  GALA 
is  sponsoring  a  toy  drive  for  RESPOND. 
Bring  wrapped  (and  identified) 
toys/games/puzzles/etc.  to  Sneakers  in 
Davis  Sq.  by  Dec.  20.  Thanks. _ (c) 

MARCHING  BAND 

for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  forming.  If  in¬ 
terested,  call  Greg  at  236-1641  (nights) 
or  Cyndi  at  846-8268  or  write  the  Pride 
Celebrations  Inc  at  PO  Box  8916 
Boston,  MA  02114. _ (23) 

LESBIAN  &  GAY  ALUM 
OF  HAMILTON  COLLEGE 
Queers  of  Hamilton  &  Kirkland!  It’s 
time  to  organize  that  Hill.  For  more  info 
write  Richard  Burns  at  GCN  Box  57, 167 
T remont  Street,  Boston,  M A  021 11.  (c) 

GWM,  40s,  academic,  140  lbs,  6'1", 
quiet,  domestic  and  sensual  seeks 
similar  for  possible  relationship. 
Please  respond  to  GCN  Box  82. _ (c) 

NANCY  IN  PALO  ALTO 
DRIVEL 

Sorry  you  got  the  flu 
Have  Sarah  make  chicken  soup 
(But  look  up  at  your  leaves 
and  think  of  the  Harvard  Coop) 

Sorry  autumn  came  late 
I'll  send  you  snowflakes  soon 
(You’ll  get  another  cold 
just  sitting  in  your  room) 

T3et  well  and  go  to  class 
Be  sure  you've  booked  your  flight 
and  come  to  me  at  last 
8  days,  yet  one  long  night. 

Love  you,  Hershey 

_ _ _  (21) 

MAKE  ME  BLUSH 

Seek  stories  of  sexual  fantasies  or  ac¬ 
tual  experiences.  Your  hot  story  gets 
one  in  return— why  pay  more?  GCN 
Box  35. _ (2) 


r - 

•N  A  RUT? 

PROHL6S 

ON 

VIDEO 

Meet  interesting/new  people  on 
videotape  and  choose  your  next 
date  at  an  exciting  new  video 
matching  service  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  Completely  confidential. 
For  info,  write  to: 

Profiles  on  Video 
739  Boylston  St. 

Suite  104 
Boston,  MA  02116 

iTuesday-Friday  5-10  pm 
Saturday  10-6 
or  call  267-1319 


L.A.K. 

Thanks  for  the  lovely  tour 
of  that  city  you  call  home 
How  nice  to  meet  the  in-laws 
and  'round  the  delis  roam 

In  a  city  that  never  sleeps 
I  sort  of  felt  the  same 
and  New  York  is  hardly  cheap 
but  how  can  I  complain? 

Bagels,  lox,  and  herring 
The  food  for  once  was  real 
I  think  I  had  6  eggcreams 
(but  not  at  just  one  meal) 

Let's  do  this  once  again 
For  another  fling  we'll  meet 
On  the  Lower  Lower  East  Side 
At  Katz's  we  can  eat. 

(21) 


SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance-Community 
Group  offers  political/social  activities. 
Meet/work  with  your  neighbors.  For  in¬ 
fo  write  GALA.  PO  Box  45211,  Somer- 
ville,  MA  02145. _ (c) 

JUST  FRIENDS _ 

SOCIAL  GROUP  BILL/CHELMSF 

Lesbian  social  gr  forming  —  Billerica. 
Chelmsford,  Lowell  etc.  Supportive, 
warm,  and  fun.  Ideas  welcomed  Call 
after  6pm.  663-2448  Linda/wrile  P.O. 
Box  5042.  Billerica.  MA  01822.  (24) 

NEW  TO  BOSTON  AND  AMERICA 
I  am  told  that  the  best  place  to  meet 
nice  people  is  private  parties.  How  do  I 
get  invited?  I  am  32  cultured  good  com¬ 
pany  Phd  &  fun.  Interested?  Write- 
Khalid,  645  Beacon  +  15,  Boston  02215. 
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PUBLICATIONS 

WOMEN  SURVIVORS'  NEWSLETTER 

For  Crying  Out  Loud,  newsletter  by  and 
for  women  survivors  of  child  sexual 
abuse,  announces  publication  of  its  3rd 
issue.  For  info  or  subscription  (4  issues 
for  $5),  or  to  submit  letters,  other 
writings  or  graphics,  please  write  Sur¬ 
vivors  Newsletter  Collective,  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  Street,  Cambridge. 
MA  02139 _ 

JAMES  WHITE  REVIEW 
A  gay  men's  literary  quarterly  publishes 
interviews  Quentin  Crisp  Robert  Patrick 
Poets  Ian  Young  Jim  Holmes  Antler 
Steve  Abbott  Prose  Richard  Hall  John 
Gilgun  new  voices  subscribe  $6  a  year 
sample  copy  $2.  PO  Box  3356  Traffic 
Station,  Mpls.  MN  55403  Submissions 
welcome  send  SASE, _ 

GCN  SPECIALS 

EXTRA  COMPUTER  TABLE? 

Our  Sustainer  Drive  to  buy  our  own 
computer  has  been  a  success,  and 
we  ll  soon  have  one  in-house.  Does 
anybody  out  there  have  a  table  (on 
wheels)  big  enough  to  put  one  of  these 
little  buggers  on,  say,  2  feet  wide  and 
two  feet  deep?  If  so,  call  Mike  at 
426-4469  M-F  10-6.  Thanks! _ (c) 


BOOKS!  BOOKS!!  BOOKS!/! 

GCN  Prisoner  Project  is  all  out  of  gay 
books  to  send  out  to  prisoners.  If  you 
have  some  paperbacks  you're  through 
with,  please  send  them  or  bring  them 
by.  Thanks.  (GCN  PP,  167  Tremont  St., 
Boston  MA  02111.) 

DESKS  ANYONE? 

GCN's  semi-new  Managing  Editor  is 
looking  for  a  desk  (his  milkcrate  collec¬ 
tion  is  getting  shaky)  about  48"  wide 
and  30"  deep,  with  drawers.  If  you  know 
of  such  a  beast,  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 
Thanks! 


ORGANIZATIONS 

CO-OP  PROPERTY 

Group  forming  to  buy  co-owned  living 
space  in  or  just  outside  Greater  Boston. 
Goal:  diverse  community  of  friends 
Call  647-1 193  for  info. _ (21) 

LESBIANS  W/  DISABILITIES 

Let’s  meet  and  get  to  know  each  other. . 
You've  nothing  to  lose  but  your  isola- 
tion!  Call  Janet  at  524-1890. _ (21) 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb,  MA  02238. _ 


DOB 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Ave.  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues 
Thurs  8  pm:  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed.  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept.  weathr 
permtng  Magazine  Fid  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. 


NASHUA  AREA  GAYS  meet  on  Mon¬ 
days  at  8.00  pm.  For  info  write  Nashua 
Area  Gays.  PO  Box  885.  Nashua.  NH 
03060.  0 


SEVENTH  DAY  ADVENTISTS 

Gay  is  OK!  SDA  Kinship  International. 
Inc.,  since  1976,  is  a  support  group  of 
several  hundred  gay/lesbian  Adven¬ 
tists,  present  and  former,  in  local 
chapters  nationwide  Ask  for  brochure. 
Box  1233-L,  Los  Angeles.  CA  90078. 
213-876-2076.  _ (49) 


MOVERS _ 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
522-0826 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY  MOVERS 

An  Alternative  Yet  Professional 
And  Insured  Service 
Tel  491-6972 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 
Tel  646-6540 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  Hoisting  specialist. 
Any  time  of  day— any  day  of  year. 
NO  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 


236-1848 


i. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


5. 


HOW  TO  PLACE  AN  AD 

Fill  In  Section  #1.  Ads  cannot  be  run  without  this  information,  which 
is  kept  strictly  confidential.  NO  ADS  are  accepted  by  phone. 

Fill  in  boxes  in  Section  #2.  One  space  for  each  letter  &  punctuation 
mark,  and  one  space  between  words. 

•Standard  capitalization  will  be  used  unless  you  pay  for  capitalized 
words. 

•Use  extra  paper  if  more  space  is  needed  (35  units  per  line). 

•If  you  request  a  line  skipped,  such  a  blank  line  must  be  paid  for  at 
the  same  rate  as  a  printed  line. 

•  Please  use  area  codes  with  phone  numbers. 

•Ad  will  be  edited  if  form  is  not  correctly  filled  out. 

•  Form  will  be  returned  if  we  cannot  read  your  writing. 

Write  your  own  category  (maximum  17  units).  GCN  will  assign  a 
category  if  you  do  not  choose  one  or  if  the  one  you  choose  is  in¬ 
appropriate. 

Complete  Section  #3  to  calculate  the  cost  of  your  ad. 

•BUSINESS:  General  Rule— if  money  changes  hands,  It  is  business. 
Includes  renting  part  of  your  home.  Sale  of  anything  is  a  business 
unless  it  is  the  contents  of  your  home,  your  personal  car,  eye.  If  you 
are  selling  a  litter  of  pups,  it  is  business. 

•  NON-BUSINESS:  General  Rule— if  money  does  not  change  hands,  it 
is  non-business.  Personal  items  for  sale  are  considered  non¬ 
business  as  well  as  all  genuine  personal  &  non-profit  organization 
ads.  Roommate  ads  are  non-business  only  if  you  seek  someone  to 
share  rent  you  both  pay  to  a  3rd  party.  If  you  own  the  property,  you 
must  pay  the  business  rate. 

•PLEASE  NOTE:  If  you  underpay  by  choosing  the  wrong  rate,  your  ad 
will  be  returned.  SAVE  TIME,  send  correct  payment. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  GCN  and  mail  to:  GCN 
Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
•DEADLINE;  Tuesday,  noon. 

All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


Section  1 


NAME  _ 
STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE. 


APT. . 
ZIP 


PHONE  (_ 


Section  2 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can't  read  them. 


Category: 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


AD  POLICY 

Ad  Copy  Regulations 

•  The  forwarding  of  an  ad  is  understood  as  acceptance 
ol  all  the  rates  and  conditions  stated  on  this  form. 
GCN  reserves  the  right  to  revise  or  refect,  at  its  sole 
discretion,  any  classified  advertisement  on  account  of 
its  text  or  illustrations. 

•No  ads  will  be  accepted  without  a  lull  name,  address 
and  telephone  number,  which  will  be  kept  strictly  con 
fidentiat. 

Errors  and  Omissions 

The  extent  ot  GCN 's  liability  in  the  event  of  an  error  or 
omission  is  space  credit  equal  to  that  ot  the  original 
ad,  provided  that  GCN  is  notified  of  such  error  or 
omission  by  the  advertiser  within  ten  days  ot  the 
original  publication  ot  the  ad. 

Changes  in  Copy 

There  is  a  single  $2.00  reset  fee  each  time  an 
ad  is  changed  and  a  $.50  per  line  per  week 
charge  if  change  increases  length  of  ad. 

Cancellations 

There  are  no  refunds  for  cancelled  ads,  but 
space  credit  will  be  given. 

Re-runs* 

If  you  want  to  re-run  an  ad,  please  come  to  our 
office  or  use  the  mail,  not  the  phone.  Please 
give  us  your  full  name,  address  and  phone 
number  and  either  a  clipping  of  the  ad  or  the 
category,  date,  volume  and  number  of  GCN  in 
which  it  ran,  and  a  key  phrase— headline, 
phone  number,  etc.  Remember,  the  deadline  is 
Tuesday  at  noon. 

Box  Mail 

•Forwarding  Boxes:  $5.00  for  6  weeks. 

Mail  forwarded  at  end  of  3rd  &  6th  weeks. 

•  Pick-up  Boxes:  $2.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  may  be 
picked  up.at  GCN  office  Mon. -Fri.  10AM-6PM. 

Answering  a  Box  Ad 

To  respond  to  an  ad  with  a  GCN  box  number, 
address  replies  to:  GCN  Classifieds  Box 
,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 

02111. 

Checking  Copies  and  Tearsheets 

Free  checking  copies  are  sent  for  each  week  a 
display  classified  is  run.  If  you  require  a  tear- 
sheet  or  checking  copy  for  a  line  ad,  please 
send  $1.00  per  issue  to  cover  cost  of  paper, 
postage  &  handling. 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

Section  3 


Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

x  2.00 

= 

Non-Business 

x  1.00 

= 

Light  Headlines: 

Business 

x  1.00 

= 

Non-Business 

x  .50 

= 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

— 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

= 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

x  .75 

— 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

x  .50 

= 

Capitalized  Wds: 

(not  Headlines) 

x  .25 

= 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds: 

Col.  inches  or 

part  thereof: 

x  12.00 

= 

TOTAL  fori  Week 

(Add) 

= 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 

= 

SUBTOTAL 

= 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 

consecutive  weeks 

10% 

- 

for  21-30  consec.  wks. 

15% 

= 

for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

20% 

= 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

= 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00 

= 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00 

= 

□  Ckng  copies:  #wks_ 
TOTAL  ENCLOSED  .  . . 


□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 


_x1.  = 


□  Please  notify  me  two  weeks  before  my  ad  runs  out  for 
renewal. 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 
(No  other  discounts  allowed  if  this  option  is  chosen.) 

$100  for  one  year  (50  issues).  Ad  may  have  a  maximum  of  one 

bold  or  light  headline  and  eight  lines  of  copy. 

□  Payment  in  full  enclosed. 

□  We  prefer  quarterly  installments  of  $30,  $30,  $30,  $10.  Pay¬ 
ment  for  first  installment  must  accompany  ad.  GCN  will  bill 
for  balance. 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 
Return  this  form  and  payment  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Classifieds 

ROOMMATES _ 

L  seeks  roommate  for  spacious  house 
in  Concord  MA  area  $425  incl  heat. 
371-1638  please  leave  message.  (21) 

2  L  seek  2  more  for  quiet  hse.  in  Lex¬ 
ington.  $150  +  util  Alcohol  and  drug 
free  pref.  Sorry  no  more  pets.  Call 
862-6506.  Keep  trying. _ (21) 

GM  to  share  large  sunny  7rm  apt  2  bdr 
new  kit-bath  nat  wood  firs  sun  porch 
pan  washmach  park  av  pref  25  +  275mo 
incl  ut  Alan(d)437-4895(e)361-7155.  (22) 
LF  25+  seeks  same  to  find  apt  in 
128-SS  area.  Ns. prof  frdly  indep.  ASAP. 
Write  GCN  Box  84. _ (22) 

1  seek  roommate  GM  23-30  to  look  for  or 

who  already  rents  2  bdrm  apt  in  Quincy. 
Max  share  of  my  rent  is  $250  incl  all 
utils.  NOT  A  SEX  AD!  Stephen  583-0437 
wk  eves,  wkend  any. _ (21) 

HOUSEMATE  WANTED 
LF  37  seeks  *L  30s  to  share  2  bdrm 
spacious  apt  in  Quincy  3  mins  from  T 
Dog  in  res  400  incl  ht,  util.  773-4489.  (21) 

Gay  male,  20,  seeks  roommate.  Can 
pay  up  to  $200/month  for  place  in 
Boston.  Call  Mike  426-4469. _ (c) 

2  L  seek  2  more  for  warm  indep  home  in 

beaut  Jamaica  Plain.  Firepl  huge  apt 
yard  trees.  Nr  T,  park  and  JP  Center 
$175  +  util.  Call  524-7390. _ 


ROOMEZE 

-LESBIAN/GAY- 

-FEMINIST- 

Roommate  Matching  Service 

$15  fee 

Confidentiality  Assured 

CALL  641-3095 
M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


2  LF  seek  3rd  for  5  room  JP  apt.  1  of  us 
smokes.  Have  1  cat  —  more  pets.  Rent 
$142  +  utilities.  Call  522-2104  in  morn¬ 
ing^ _ 

Beacon  Hill:  GM  sks  rspble  employed 
GM  to  shr  2  bdrm  apt.  Rent  250  plus 
util.  Call  367-1861  after  7pm.  Avail  Dec 

1  or  Jan  1,  first  and  last  mo.  rent.  (21) 

HOUSEMATES _ 

2  L  in  Watertown  looking  for  1  more  for 

3  bedroom  apt  2  blocks  frm  MBTA. 

$167/month  +  util.  Avail  Dec  15.  Call 
Pat  924-1609  before  3pm  or  T/W  nite.(21) 
Want  to  be  important  to  a  3/yr  old  girl? 
Her  mother  +  her  aunt  need  a  3rd  les¬ 
bian  to  live  in  active  coop  house  in 
Porter  Sq.  Rent  less  than  $200  +  ut. 
Avail  Jan  1st  626-9395.  (23) 


TV* 

APARTMENT  WANTED 

LANDLORDS 

Shelter  for  women  in  need  of  low  in¬ 
come  housing,  sec.  8's,  707's  or  cheap 
rent  for  women  who  have  successfully 
completed  our  program.  Please  call 
522-3417. _ (25) 

LF.  31,  seeks  apt.  w/other  LF's.  Non- 
smoker,  artist,  activist,  looking  for 
clean,  friendly  home  close  to  T.  Hoping 
to  live  in  JP.  but  willing  to  look  around. 
524-8587  eves  or  am.  (22) 

2  quiet  resp.  prof.  GM  18  and  32  seek 
nice  4-plus  rm  North  Shore  apt  or  house 
fm  Jan  1st.  Sublet,  seasonal,  or  share 
considered  Call  ASAP  Dave  or  Gusty  at 
(617)241-7623. _ (21) 

HOUSE  FOR  RENT 

ON  OR  ABOUT  JANUARY  1ST 
Roslindale  3-bedroom  Cape  recently 
redecorated.  Frpl,  sm  deck,  yard,  on  & 
off-strt  prking,  safe  friendly  nbhd,  on 
bus-line,  10-15  min  drive  to  city.  Inexp 
to  heat.  Washer  &  dryer.  (617)735-7744 
(keep  trying  or  323-7181.  Iv  message). 

_ (23) 


APARTMENTS _ 

For  Jan.  1  or  earlier.  Free  room  in  ex¬ 
change  for  nightime  help  for  young 
disabled  man  in  2  br  Fenway  apt  Must 
be  responsible  w/references.  Call  John 
436-4474,  2-6pm. _ (21) 

2  modern  ww  bedroom  w/mod  kitchen 
w  river  views.  Near  trans  loc  Lower 
Mills  $450plus  1st  +  end.  Call  Eve  7-9 
tel  298-3083. _ (24) 


ROOMS  FOR  RENT 

MASS  AVE-SOUTH  END 

Large  clean  rooms  in  gay  owned  and 
run  rooming  house.  Room  has  ref.  sink 
and  hotplate  with  full  kitchen  and  laun¬ 
dry  in  building.  Rents  —  85  week.  Call 
Mike  at  542-2 137. _ (21) 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

HOUSECLEANERS 

Pt  time  flexible  hrs 
$6-7  hr  experience  pref 
Cambridge  Cleaning  Service 
876-6929 

_ (22) 

CONFERENCE  COORDINATOR/ 
OFFICE  MANAGER 

16th  Nat’l  Conf  on  Women  &  Law.  Thru 
4/30/85.  Resume:  Coord..  16th  Nat'l 
Conf..  40  Washington  Sq.  So.,  —  Rm. 
321  F,  NYC,  10012. _ (21) 


Young  disabled  man  needs  M/F  for  per¬ 
sonal  care  assistance  4  hrs.  in  am,  and 
5-7pm.  Flexible  shifts  $5.30  per  hr.  Will 
train.  Fenway  area.  Call  John  436-4474 
2 -6pm. _ (21) 

Lesbian  couple  seeks  person  to  care 
for  home,  few  farm  animals  vacations 
occasionally  $20.00  per  day  references 
for  dependability  required. GCN  Box  85. 
_ (24) 

FREELANCE  TYPESETTERS 

GCN  needs  freelancers  with  Compu- 
graphic  EditWriter  exper.  to  help  with 
our  typesetting  business.  During  vaca¬ 
tion  periods  late  Dec. -early  Jan. 
(possibility  of  some  evening  and 
weekend  work  before  and  after  that 
time).  Please  send  letter  and/or  resume 
to:  GCN  Typesetting,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

Staff  Coord  self-identified  feminist 
committed  to  the  empowerment  of  all 
women  inclu  women  of  color,  older 
women,  lesbians,  poor  &  working  class 
women.  Entails  coord  volunteers,  crisis 
intervention,  support  &  advocacy.  20 
hrs,  6.50/hr.  Letter  of  interest  by  12/1/84. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02139. _ (20) 

NEWS  EDITOR  &  AD  MANAGER 

GCN  seeks  applicants  to  begin  late 
fall/early  winter.  News  Editor:  Coor¬ 
dinate  news  dep't:  write/assign  articles 
on  local/national/international  issues; 
edit  and  layout  copy.  Develop/expand 
GCN's  coverage  of  events  and  issues 
of  concern  to  gay  people  of  color. 
Strong  writing/editing  skills;  familiarity 
with  gay/lesbian  issues;  knowledge  of 
racial/ethnic  communities  and  con¬ 
cerns.  Ad  Manager:  Solicit  revenue- 
producing  ads  and  develop  strategies 
for  increased  advertising;  send  out 
monthly  billings.  Strong  organiza¬ 
tional/interpersonal/recordkeeping 
skills.  Previous  sales/related  ex¬ 
perience  helpful.  Positions  require 
commitment  to  gay  libera¬ 
tion/feminism/social  change/anti-racist 
politics/collective  decision  making. 
Salary:  $150/week  +  paid  health/life  in¬ 
surance  &  3  wks  vacation.  Apply  by 
Nov.  30,  1984  to  Gordon  Gottlieb,  GCN, 
167  Tremont  St.,  #5  ,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
Lesbians/gay  men  of  color  particularly 
encouraged  to  apply. _ (c) 

EDITOR  for  OUT!,  Wisconsin's  monthly 
lesbian/gay  newspaper.  Full  time;  can 
be  shared  time.  Strong  writing,  editing 
skills  essential.  Send  resume  and  cover 
letter  by  Dec.  14  to  OUT!,  PO  Box  148, 
Madison.  Wl  53701. _ (21) 

HELP  END  VIOLENCE 
Mass  Coalition  of  Battered  Women  Ser- 
vice  Groups  needs  fun¬ 
draisers/outreach  workers.  Salary  and 
benefits.  Call  btwn  10-3,  (617)497-7237. 
_ (24) 


FOR  SALE _ 

LESBIAN  CHANUKAH  BLESSING 

Lesbian  ritual-nonreligious-for  all  eight 
nights  of  Chanukah.  $1.25  ea  Judith 
Stein  —  BOBBEH  MEISEHS  PRESS  137 
Tremont  St,  Cambridge,  MA  02139.  (22) 
Tracking  Our  Way  Through  Time:  A  Les¬ 
bian  Herstory  Caiendar/Journalis 
available!  260  spiral-bound  pages  of 
facts/photos/quotes/graphics  doc 
umenting  Lesbian  herstory.  Designed 
as  a  journal  and  engagement  calendar, 
this  treasure  will  create  daily  Lesbian 
energy.  Now  in  wimmin’s  bookstores  or 
send  $10.50  +  $1  postage  to  SAND¬ 
PIPER  BOOKS-G;  PO  Box  268139; 
Chicago,  IL  60626-8139. _ (22) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

WOMEN'S  CRAFT  MARKET 

Open  now!  Every  weekend  thru  12/23, 
plus  Thurs.  eves  in  December. 
Downstairs  at  New  Words  Bookstore, 
186  Hampshire  St.,  Inman  Sq.,  Cam- 
bridge.  Everyone  welcome. _ (23) 

BARBRA  STREISAND 

FOR  SALE:  Remnants  of  a  once-great 
Streisand  memorabilia  collection 
(R  "Mem’ries  light  the  corners  of  my 
mind  .  .  ."  •f'  ).  Items  for  sale  include 
import  albums  &  singles,  snapshots, 
8x10"  glossies,  1 -sheet  movie  posters, 
movie  programs,  rehearsal  &  interview 
tapes,  buttons,  sheet  music,  etc.  Write 
to  Susan  (who  else?)  at  GCN,  167  Tre¬ 
mont  St,  Boston,  MA  02111  for  a  more 
complete  list. _ (19) 

FIREWOOD _ 

COLONIAL  FIREWOOD 

We  will  deliver  +  stack  seasoned  kiln 
dried  New  England  Oak,  nature’s  best 
firewood.  Apt  deliveries  our  speciality 
small  +  large  quantities.  Call  734-0807. 
_ (21) 

RESORTS _ 

VISIT  A  WINTER  WONDERLAND 

In  the  heart  of  New  Hampshire's  White 
Mountains,  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN  has 
miles  of  x-country  ski  trails,  ice  skating, 
snowshoeing.  Downhill  skiing  and 
sleigh  rides  nearby.  Lovely  rooms, 
private  baths.  GREAT  MID-WEEK  DIS¬ 
COUNTS!  Grace  &  Judi,  Innkeepers. 
Box  1 18G  Bethlehem,  NH  03574, 
(603)869-3978. _ (33) 

CHECK'ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK  ER  INN 

Dbl  rms,  coffee  by  fireside,  pkg,  apts 
also  avail,  1  blk  bay,  open  year  round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St,  P'town,  MA 
0  2  6  5  7 


GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
M A  02657.  Reservations:  (61 7)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. _ _ 

VACATIONS _ 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Year-round,  woman-only  space  in  Vt's. 
mtns.  Informal,  rustic  Farmhouse  Inn  is 
warm  and  cozy.  Snow-covered  mtn. 
views  from  every  room.  X-country  ski 
from  our  door,  downhill  skiing  nearby. 
Gourmet,  veg.  meals  served  family 
style.  Make  reservations  early. 
802-533-7772. _ (22) 

BRINLEY  VICTORIAN  INN 
Explore  Newport  but  let  us  harbor  you 
with  warm  +  friendly  service,  romantic 
Victorian  decor,  fresh  flowers,  cont. 
brkft.  (401)849-7645. _ (13/1) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 

Bed  +  Cont  Bkfst  for  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men  in  a  country  village  house  2  hrs  fr 
Bos.  Yr-round.  Nr  lakes,  hikes,  skiing. 
Dave  +  Mike  (802)348-7840, _ 


SERVICES _ 

CLEANING  SERVICE 
Do  something  for  yourself 
Ask  about  my  cleaning  service 
Special  Occasions 
Weekly  or  Biweekly 
Call  Kay  at  282-2317  after  5:30pm 
_ J24) 

GAY  MEN'S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  identity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  also  available.  Sliding  fee.  Call 
Francis  fiiambrone  628-6988. 


ORIENTAL  MASSAGE  THERAPY 

Correcting  posture,  preventing  injuries, 
increasing  energy,  general  health 
revitalization  and  relaxation. 
(617)923-9019. _ (21) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  353-0226  for  appt. 


INCEST  SURVIVORS 

Support  group  for  women.  Margrit 
Romang,  MA,  CET,  646-7395. _ (c) 


■tmmiwiiniBMwmwtwiiimiiiiiniiinuia 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  ANO  OUT  OF 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
(Alexander  Berkmen,  Prison  Memoirs  ol  sir 
Antrchlst). 


GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  PRISONER  | 
PROJECT 

We  send  free  papers,  books  (when  they  I 
are  donated  and  when  money  fori 
postage  is  donated)  and  run  free  penpal  I 
ads.  (There’s  sometimes  a  long  waiting  I 
list  because  of  limited  space.)  Little  by  I 
little  as  we  get  more  volunteer  labor 
power  we’ll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
support  lesbians  and  gay  men  behind  [ 
bars.  If  you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a  I 
contribution  (of  money  or  paperbacks), 
please  send  to  Gay  and  Lesbian  I 
Prisoner  Project,  c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont  I 
St.,  5th  FI.,  BqstonjyiA  02111.  Thanks)/ 


Prisoners  and  Friends! 

Let  gay  organizations  in  your 
area  know  what’s  happening 
with  lesbians  and  gay  men 
behind  bars;  regularly  -  to  raise 
their  consciousness  little  by  lit¬ 
tle  and  increase  the  chances  of 
contact  between  people  inside 
and  out.  GCN  will  send  a  list  of 
gay  organizations  in  your  area. 


*>7 


R.O.S.i.(Remember  Our  Sisters  In¬ 
side)  is  a  network  for  publishing  the 
artwork  of  women  prisoners.  They 
publish  posters,  postcards,  sta¬ 
tionery,  etc.  They  are  actively  seeking 
other  women  to  work  with:  inside  and 
out.  ROSI,  2000  Center  St.  No.1077, 
Berkeley  CA  94704. 


A  -JmMUJMUI  Al - 

Aggressive  Lesbian  would  like  to 
write  gay  ferns  that  are  secure  in  their 
sexual  preference.  Robbie! 
LLEWELLYN,  W-19524  Harr  B, 
Frontera  CA  91720. _ 

Gay  fern  would  like  penpals  that 
know  how  to  thrill  another  woman. 
Cheryl  MORALES,  W-18396,  Harr  B, 
Frontera  CA  91720. 


I'm  23  and  my  hobbies  include  rac¬ 
quet  ball,  skating,  and  interior 
J  decorating.  I’d  like  to  correspond  with 
[women  and  men.  Sandra  FREEMAN, 
PO  Box  3535,  Norco  CA  91760. 

Black  female,  Aries,  interested  in 
meeting  someone  nice.  Joyce 
JOHNSON,  18006  HB755L,  Frontera 
CA  91720. _ 

|  33  yr  old  Libra  enjoys  music,  travel¬ 

ing,  chess,  and  swimming.  I  would 
like  to  correspond  with  someone  to 
share  my  thoughts  and  dreams.  I  have 
no  preference  in  age,  nationality  or 
race.  Jacqui  JAMES,  W-19976, 
BB1144,  Frontera  CA  91720. 

I'd  like  to  correspond  with  any  na¬ 
tionality.  I  like  most  outdoor  sports, 
love  baseball,  dancing  and  hairstyl¬ 
ing.  I'm  a  professional  hairstylist. 
Lynda  POLK,  19367  Harrison  A634L, 

'  Frontera  CA  91720. 

Nice  woman  to  write  to.  I  live  in  a 
mental  hospital.  Marie  CHEATLEY, 
Box  A,  Oakdale  IA  52319. _ 

I  have  been  a  homosexual  all  my  life.  I 
am  seeking  sincere  correspondence 
I  with  sincere  individual.  I'm  45,  love 
art  and  music.  Thank  you.  Susan 
KIRKWOOD,  19217  BB1134,  Frontera 
ICA  91720 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


BUILDING  MORE  PRISONS  TO 
CURE  "CRIME"  IS  LIKE 
BUILDING  MORE  TOILETS  TO 
CURE  DIARRHEA... 


■SR? 


This  is  the  first  time  I've  ever  been  in 
jail  and  I've  got  4  yrs  to  try  and  find 
some  direction  in  my  life.  I’ve  been 
hurt  by  lovers  many  times  but  need 
very  much  to  write  and  get  to  know 
someone.  I  read  a  lot,  love  sex,  and 
my  three  children  are  very  important 
to  me.  Joel  D.  ROE,  PO  Box  4000  R, 
Fort  Grant  AZ  85643. _ 

Sincere  warm  and  loving  Queen.  Sear¬ 
ching  for  that  special  “one”.  I  am  ver¬ 
satile,  31,  of  French  and  Italian  des¬ 
cent,  ‘Bunny'.  Robert  BARRETT,  76C 
197,  PO  Box  149,  Attica  NY  14011. 


I'd  like  to  make  some  friends  in  the 
Bay  Area,  where  I  hope  to  parole  to  in 
the -next  year  or  two.  Born  and  raised 
on  a  farm  so  hopefully  someone  out 
there  likes  a  somewhat  shy  down  to 
earth  cowboy.  Robert  J.  McLEOD, 
250029  IMU-A-7,  PO  Box  520,  Walla 
Walla  WA  99362. _ _ 

My  interests  are  cycling,  country 
music,  creative  writing,  and 
photography.  I'm  43  and  still  a 
healthy  specimen.  Will  exchange 
photos.  Open  to  writing  gay  males  oi 
females.  Your  poetry  page  was  great! 
Charles  McLAUGHLIN,  80A  2548,  Box 
B,  Dannemora  NY  12929. 


I'm  under  the  sign  of  Leo.  While  I’ve 
been  in  solitary  I’ve  tried  to  direct  my 
energy  into  a  ‘positive’  direction.  I’ve 
been  studying  very  occult  things  and 
need  to  find  some  individuals  or 
organizations  that  I  could  correspond 
with  on  occult  matters.  I’m  not  speak¬ 
ing  of  those  that  depend  on  'gods’ 
and  such  for  their  mental  crutch,  but 
those  that  are  truly  'about  their  | 
business’.  Ron  A  SMITH,  6524,  PO  ] 
Box  2,  Lansing  KS  66043. _ 

I  find  your  newspaper  both  enlivening 
and  stimulating.  I  realize  that  you 
can't  run  a  paper  on  charity,  but 
would  appreciate  it  if  you  could  put  a 
penpal  ad  in  for  me  sometime. 
Michael  McKENZIE,  80  B  1575,  Box 
51,  Comstock  NY  12821. _ 

I  would  like  to  open  an  avenue  of  I 
communication  towards  a  fern,  TV  or 
drag  queen.  Someone  in  search  of  a 
lasting  relationship,  from  conversa¬ 
tion  to  between  two  silk  sheets. 
Dubois  WATSON,  155-533,  PO  Box  57, 
Marion  OH  43302. _ _ 

Totally  bisexual  man,  into  music, 
food,  literature,  sports,  romance,  in¬ 
terested  in  meaningful  relationship. 
Absolutely  openminded,  no  pre¬ 
judices  whatsoever.  Thomas  D.  AR¬ 
THUR,  Z-427-DR,  Holman  Unit,  Box  | 
37,  Atmore  AL  36503. _ 

I  have  my  associate  degrees  in  I 
business  and  accounting  and  cook- 1 
ing  school.  Hoping  to  establish  1 
friendship  with  someone  I  can  share) 
my  thoughts  with.  I  love  to  read  and 
write  and  do  sports  (and  meet  good 
people!).  Chris  JOHNSON,  168-694,  | 
PO  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 

I  am  an  aquarius.  My  crusade  entails  I 
finding  someone  I  can  get  to  know 
while  I’m  in  here  (and  basically 
alone).  I  like  singing,  dancing,  and 
romancing.  Please  write  (and  send  | 
photo  if  possible).  Michael  BROOKS, 
2856,  PO  Box  99,  Pontiac  IL  61764. 


Former  nurse  would  like  someone  to 
write  to.  Hobbies  are  swimming,  ten¬ 
nis  and  racquetball.  Would  like  to  find 
a  friend.  Thanks.  Willie  BOSTON 
053504,  19000  S.W.  377  St.,  Fla  City 
|  FL  33034. _ _ 

got  your  address  from  a  very  good 
I  friend  of  mine.  He  said  I  might  be  able 
I  to  start  a  correspondence  with  so- 
I  meone  that  has  a  nearly  the  same 
philosophy  in  life  as  me.  I  hope  so 
Gerald  DAVIS,  A-351366  (B-13),  PO 
Box  500,  Olustee  FL  32072. 


[  PRISON  PEN  PALST 
l  Both  prisoners  and  outsiders  may. 
I  write  the  following  address  for  info 
I  about  joining  a  listing  for  cor¬ 
respondence  organization  for  pen-, 
I  pals.  (They’re  slightly  religious  and 
I  have  a  very  patronizing  attitude  I 
Itoward  prisoners,  but  you  can  ignore! 
Ithat.)  Prison  Pen  Pals,  Box  82188,  SanJ 
|  Diego,  CA  92138. 

NL 


ll'm  interested  in  writing  other  young! 
Igays.  My  interests  include  rock| 
■music,  flying,  sciences  and  com-f 
Iputers.  I’m  new  at  being  out  and! 
■wondering  where  I’ll  end  up!  Mark| 
lEHLERS,  092723  RMC,  PO  Box  628, | 
■  Lake  Butler  FL  32054, 

1 1  am  a  29  yr  old  Pisces  in  jail  and] 

[would  love  to  hear  from  gays,  les-| 
[bians  and  bis.  Please  send  SASE  for 
[speedy  reply.  Rayfield  NEWTON, | 
[  CP-1,  Jefferson  City  MO  65102. 

[Tall  (6’4”!),  handsome  male  heavily | 

|  endowed  wishes  to  hear  from  all  size| 
|  freaks!  Samuel  GOLDEN,  093265,  Po[ 
|  Box  221,  Raiford  FL  32083. _ 

I  would  like  to  have  a  nice  Gay  man  to  | 

I  write  to.  I’m  in  need  of  friendship  so  if  | 
you  are  interested,  write  to  me.  Jessie  | 
WHITAKER,  D-15578,  PO  Box  194,  [ 
Alto  GA  30596. 


C/U.6NDN* 


December  1 
to 

December  8 

december  1  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Dignity/ Boston’s  12th  An¬ 
niversary  buffet  and  dance  party;  Fantasy’s 
In-town,  21  Brookline  St.,  Central  Square. 
7PM.  $17  members,  $20  non-members.  In¬ 
fo:  536-6518. 

Boston  —  “Torch  Song  Trilogy”;  at  the 

Shubert  Theater,  265  Tremont  St.  Shows: 
Mon. -Sat.,  8PM;  Wed. -Sat.  2PM.  Tickets: 
$20-$32.50.  Info:  426-4520. 

Boston  —  “Had  She  Spoken”  presented  by 
Double  Edge  Theatre;  Church  of  Saints  Luke 
&  Margaret,  40  Brighton  Ave.  8PM.  Show 
runs  through  Dec.  8.  $8,  $7stude'nts/senior 
citizens.  Info:  776-9474. 

Boston  -  “Working”  presented  by  the 
Newbury  Street  Theater;  565  Boylston  St., 
Copley  Square.  Play  continues  through  Dec. 
15.  8PM.  $5.  Reservations:  437-0517. 

Cambridge  —  “Beirut:  On  a  Clear  Day  You 
Can  See  Peace,”  a  Boston  premiere;  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  8PM .  1 5.  Info:  497-9180  or  354-7001 . 

Boston  —  Illusions:  An  Evening  of  Mime  & 
Magic  performed  by  Jim  Vetter;  Actor’s  In¬ 
stitute,  731  Harrison  Ave.  8PM.  $4.  Info: 
267-5900. 

2  Sunday 

Boston  —  Dignity/Boston  Mass  of  Celebra¬ 
tion;  Arlington  Street  Church,  corner  of 
Boylston  &  Arlington  Sts.  5:30PM.  All 
welcome. 

Boston  —  Public  pledge  of  resistance  to  U  S. 

invasion  of  Central  America.  3PM,  St.  Paul’s 
Cathedral,  Tremont  St.  March  to  new  deten¬ 
tion  center  for  illegal  aliens,  4PM.  Info: 
354-0008. 


Sabia 


Boston  —  “Woman’s  Talk  Show,”  WRBB 
radio,  104. 9FM,  6-7PM.  Guests:  Debra 
Chasnoff  and  Kim  Klausner,  producers  of  the 
film  “Choosing  Children.” 

Boston  —  “AIDS  in  Massachusetts”  con¬ 
ference  sponsored  by  the  Governor’s  Task 
Force  on  AIDS  and  the  Mass.  Dept,  of  Public 
Health;  10AM-1PM,  Public  Health  Council 
Room,  150  Tremont  St.  Free  and  open  to  all. 

Boston  —  Leaderless  support/social  group 

for  lesbians  over  30.  Info:  738-4260. 

4  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  “Lesbian  Mainstream  Politics 

in  the  ’80s,”  with  Martha  Jones  of  BLGPA; 
1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church.  8PM.  $1  donation.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  —  Racism  and  Classism  discussion 

sponsored  by  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s 
Network.  7PM,  Somewhere  Else,  295 
Franklin  St.  Free  and  open  to  all. 

5  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Lesbian/Gay  Community 
Networking  Breakfast,  8AM  at  Club  Cafe, 
209  Columbus  Ave.  Sponsored  by  Boston 
Lesbian/Gay  Political  Alliance  and  Mass. 
Gay  Political  Caucus.  All  are  welcome. 

Boston  —  9to5’s  third  Celebrity  Auction  and 
Cocktail  Party;  Institute  for  Contemporary 
Art,  955  Boylston  St.  6-9:30PM.  $15,  $10 
9to5  members.  Info:  423-3253. 

Boston  —  Book  Party  for  Essentially  Women : 
A  Book  of  Poems  &  Drawings  by  10  Boston- 
Area  Women;  Church  of  the  Covenant. 
Newbury  &  Arlington  Sts.  7:30PM.  $2. 

Boston  —  Fundraiser  party  for  Central 
America  Referendum  Campaign,  Artists  Call, 
and  Medical  Aid  to  Nicaragua;  the  1270, 
1270  Boylston  St.  9PM-1AM.  $5  in  advance, 
$6  at  door.  Info:  227-7335. 

6  thursday 


Brockton  —  Lesbian  lunchtime  group 
meeting.  12  noon.  Info:  Judy,  542-6362. 


Dorchester  —  Concert  for  Justice  &  Peace  in 
El  Salvador  with  Roy  Brown,  “Sabia,”  Ar¬ 
mando  Martinez,  “Llactamazi,”  &  Jose 
Masso;  Strand  Theater,  543  Columbia  Rd. 
7:30PM.  $9.  Info:  661-0202. 

Milford  —  Tri-County  Association  discussion 
group:  “The  Continuing  Process  of  Coming 
Out."  Info:  376-8145. 

Boston  —  The  Cle  Douglas  Dance  Theater 

presents  jazz,  modern  and  afro  dance 
works;  AAMARP,  11  Leon  St.  8PM. 

Boston  —  “Up  On  the  Roof”  presented  by 
New  Ehrlich  Theater,  Boston  Center  for  the 
Arts,  539  Tremont  St.  8PM.  $3.  Info: 
482-6316.  Also  playing  Dec.  3. 

3  monday 

Boston  —  New  Women’s  Chorus  auditions. 
U Mass /Downtown,  100  Arlington  St.,  6th 
floor.  6:30PM. 


Boston  —  Bright  Morning  Star  performance 
sponsored  by  Mobilization  for  Survival; 
Morse  Aud.,  602  Commonwealth  Ave.  8PM. 
$5  in  advance,  $6  at  door.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  Dr.  Benjamin  Spock  and  Rev. 
Carter  Haywood  will  discuss  the  tensions  in 
Central  America  and  more.  1st  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church,  Garden  St.  7:30PM.  $5  to 
benefit  Nicaraguan  women’s  hospital.  Info: 
Madre,  522-7884. 

Boston  -  “Travel  Notes  of  a  Small-Town 
Colored  Girl”  by  Kate  Rushin.  3:30PM; 
Trustman  Art  Gallery,  Simmons  College,  300 
The  Fenway.  Free  and  open  to  all.  Info:  Afro- 
American  Studies  Program,  738-3105. 

South  Boston  —  “Harvey,”  presented  by 
the  S.O.B.E.T.  Players;  Tynan  Community 
School,  4th  &  K  Sts.  7PM.  $5  at  door,  $4  in 
advance,  $3  senior  citizens. 


Boston  —  Gay  Community  News  always 
needs  help  on  production  night  when 
articles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  If 
.you’ve  done  proofreading  or  layout  and 

would  like  to  volunteer,  stop  by  167  Tre¬ 
mont  St.  5th  Floor  (5-8pm  for  proofing, 
7:30-1 1pm  for  layout).  Come  help  out  GCN 
and  read  tomorrow’s  news  today. 

Bridgewater  —  South  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alliance  social  group.  7:30PM.  Info: 
293-5183  or  write,  S.S.G.L.A.,  P.O.  Box 
712,  Bridgewater  02324. 

Boston  —  “On  Strike  At  Yale,”  a  forum  on 
the  current  clerical  &  technical  workers' 
strike  at  Yale;  58  Berkeley  St.,  7:30PM.  $2. 
Info:  628-6585. 


tfmmm 


Tom  Reeves 


7  friday 

Cambridge  —  Black  Rose  Lecture:  “Con¬ 
troversial  Sex,”  with  Tom  Reeves  (man-boy 
love);  Beryl  Hofstein  (lesbian  S/M),  Ann 
Kotell  (monogamy),  &  Pete  Wilson  (gay  pro¬ 
miscuity);  MIT,  Building  9,  rm.  150,  105 
Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  Info.  492-6259. 

Boston  —  The  Long  Light:  Voices  of  Aging 

performed  by  the  Boston  Theater  Group; 
Bates  Hall,  Church  of  the  Covenant,  67  New¬ 
bury  St.  8PM.  $5.  Also  showing  Saturday  at 
8PM  &  Sunday  at  3PM  until  Dec.  16.  Info: 
288-3085. 

Medford  —  Tufts  Lesbian/Gay  Community 
Dance  Curtis  Hall,  Tufts  Univ.  9:30PM- 
1AM.  Info:  628-2818. 

Boston  -  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT!!!  Come 
help  send  out  the  paper  to  our  subscribers. 

Refreshments  and  good  times.  Come  any¬ 
time  after  6PM  to  167  Tremont  Street,  5th 
Floor  (near  Boylston  and  Park  Street  “T” 
stops).  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us  on  the 
GCN  intercom  located  outside  the  front  door. 

8  Saturday 

Northampton  —  Casselberry-Dupree  with 
Toshi  Reagon  and  the  Agitones.  Susan 
Freundlich,  sign  interpreter.  8PM,  Calvin 
Theater.  $7  general  admission,  $9  con¬ 
tributing,  $5  under  14/over  60.  Info: 
412-584-2637. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Singles  Rap: 

Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  8PM.  $1.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Somerville  —  “Playing  On  An  Impulse”  with 
Judy  Sloan;  Sneakers,  55  Chester  St. 
(below  Barnaby’s),  Davis  Square.  8:30PM. 
$3. 

Boston  —  Lesbian  Lawyers  meeting.  Info: 
GLAD,  426-1350. 

Boston  —  “Something  About  the  Women,” 

interview  with  directors  of  the  film,  “Choos¬ 
ing  Children";  WMFO  91.5  FM.  1 1AM . 

Boston  —  “Choosing  Children,”  a  film  on 
lesbians  becoming  parents.  BU  Morse 
Auditorium,  602  Comm.  Ave.  8PM.  $5  in  ad¬ 
vance,  $6  at  the  door.  Party  with  filmmakers 
to  follow.  Info:  776-6759. 


Notes 

’dentity  crisis  and  the  nature 
and  purpose  of  the  universe. 

By  Christopher  Durang.  Directed  by 
Richard  Freeman.  With  Terri  Epp, 
Margaret  Ann  Brady,  Michael  Goodson, 
Chloe  J.  Leamon,  David  Frutkoff, 
Sophie  Parker.  At  The  New  Ehrlich. 
Running  through  December  15. 

For  the  second  time  this  theater 
season,  Boston  has  the  chance  to  view 
the  work  of  playwright  Christopher 
Durang.  And  as  in  Sister  Mary  Ignatius... 
the  question  is  still  the  same: 
“Why  does  God  permit  evil  in  the 
world?”  But  where  his  ecclesiastical 
romp  examined  the  ways  —  either 
belief  or  non-belief  —  people  coped 
with  the  problem,  these  two  one-acts 
(actually,  a  long  one-act  and  a  curtain 
raiser)  expose,  one  might  even  say  revel 
in,  the  random  and  illogical  evil  that 
runs  rampant  in  people’s  lives. 

'Dentity  Crisis  (The  "I”  is  missing)  is 
really  a  throw-away  that  looks  at  the 
skewered  world  of  Jane  (Terri  Epp) 
whose  family  seems  intent  on  driving 
her  crazier  than  she  may  be  already. 
Her  mother  insists  on  being  the  inven¬ 
tor  of  cheese  and  banana  bread.  Her 
brother,  father  and  grandfather  all 
seem  to  be  the  same  person  and  her 
therapist  (and  his  wife)  keep  on  having 
sex  changes.  The  slightness  of  the  play 
is  obscured  by  the  flashy  production 
which  makes  wonderful  use  of  slides 
and  projections  (although  this  does  en¬ 
tail  performing  much  of  the  play  in 
semi-darkness).  And,  although  it  is  pep¬ 
pered  with  some  funny  lines,  there  is 
not  much  here.  The  acting  is  commen¬ 
dable,  however,  especially  Margaret 
Brady’s  as  the  wacko  mother  and 
Russell  R.  Greene’s  as  the  protean 
brother/father/grandfather. 

If  the  Catholic  Church  was  annoyed 
about  Sister  Mary  Ignatius ,  Congress 
may  well  enact  the  Family  Protection 
Act  against  The  Nature  and  Purpose  of 
the  Universe.  It  is  an  ordinary  week  in 
the  ordinary  life  of  an  ordinary 
American  family.  Eleanor  Mann  (Sophie 
Parker)  prays  to  God  to  let  her  vacuum 
cleaner  work  while  she  is  abused, 
mailed,  and  attacked  by  her  husband 
Steve  (David  Frutkoff),  a  fanatical  Cath¬ 
olic:  and  her  sons  Donald  (James 
Russo),  a  drug  addict,  pusher  and  pimp; 
Gary  (Robert  Watson),  a  flaming  queen; 
and  Andy  (Ken  Koppel),  who  has  suf¬ 
fered  genital  mutilation  at  the  blades  of 
a  reaper.  In  the  midst  of  this  come 
Ronald  (Michael  Goodson)  and  Elaine 
(Chloe  Leamon)  —  agents  of  God  — 
who  are  intent  on  making  Eleanor’s  life 
much  worse  than  it  is. 

What  at  first  seems  like  an  absurdist 
attack  on  misogyny  quickly  turns  sour, 
as  it  becomes  apparent  that  the  play¬ 
wright  has  no  real  point  of  view  about 
the  evils  he  is  portraying.  There  is  no 
responsibility  assigned  to  any  of  the 
characters;  it  could  as  well  be  a  man  be¬ 
ing  abused  by  a  group  of  women;  and 
while  we  are  being  told  that  this  evil  ex¬ 
ists,  we  are  never  invited  (or  even  given 
an  inkling)  that  there  is  a  specific  cause 
or  cure. 

By  taking  real-life  situations  —  or 
human  conditions  —  and  shaking  them 
helter-skelter  into  an  abstract  of  in¬ 
tellectual  pessimism,  the  play 
trivializes  and  offends.  Life  is  horrible 
so  everything  is  a  joke,  everything  is 
pointless.  There  is  no  need  for  a  play  to 
be  doctrinaire  or  preachy  (those  are 
usually  terrible),  but  there  does  have  to 
be  a  respect  for  both  the  characters 
and  their  humanity  for  any  work  of  art 
to  reach  an  audience.  The  Nature  and 
Purpose  of  the  Universe  is  concerned 
with  the  terror  and  pity  of  human  ex¬ 
istence.  It  manages,  however,  to  incite 
cheap  ridicule.  As  it  stands  now,  The 
Nature  and  Purpose  of  the  Universe 
feels  ill-natured  and  purposeless. 

—  Michael  Bronski 
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